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Hiftory of the Plague in London, i 1665, | 


MONGST the-many calamities with which the Al- 
mighty is pleafed to vifit the children of men, in 
order to bring them to a juft fenfe of their weaknefS, and 
to an entire dependence upon him, there are fcarcely any 
that fhew more title penitent humiliation, anda fight o 
what is really good, and truly evil, than thofg@atching: 
diftempers, which an offended Gop, fonetumes, “fuffers 
to rage among the people. — BH day aes #9 
In the year 1665, the city of London was forely vifit 
by the Plague: an account of the progrefs and effects. 
that vifitation was kept by a citizen, who remained there 
during the whole time of ‘the ficknefs, and who appears 
to have been true and juft in,his remarks. . It is hoped 
the reader will, in a fhort defeription of that memorable 
judgment, meet with fome leffons of beft wifdom, and. 
recc ve inftruétion from this clofe and ferious.converfe wi 
death and thegrave. This dreadful contagion in London, 
was introduced by fome goods brought from Holland. It 
firit broke out in the houfe where thole goods were opened, 
from whence it fpread to others. “Inthe firft.houfé’that 
was infected there died four perfons: a neighbour who 
went to vifitthem, on returning home,apave the diftemper 
to her family, and died with alf her houfehold: The dif- 
order fpread, and the parifh officers, who were employed 
about the fick perfous, being alo infeéted, the phyfici 
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perceived tne danger, and upon narrow inipection, were 
affured that it was indeed the Plague, with all its terrifying 
particulars, and that it threatened a general infection. The 
people began now to be alarmed all over the town; the 
number of burials, within the bills of mortality, for a week, 
was generally about 240 to 300, but from the 24th to the 
27th of January, the printed bill was 474. However. the 
froft continuing very fevere till near the end of February, the 
bills decreafed, and people began to look upon the danger as 
over; but in May, the bills greatly increafed, and the wea- 
ther becoming hot, the infection {pread again in a dreadful 
manner. 

I lived (fays the Author) without Aldgate, and as the 
diftemper ‘had not reached to that fide of the city, our 
neighbourhood continued eafy; but at the other end of 
the town the confternation was very great, and the nobility 
and gentry, with their families, thronged out of the town 
in an unufual manner. Nothing was to be feen but wag 
gons, ve ri coaches with goods, and People and horfe- 
men attending them, hurrying away; then empty wag- 

ons and"€arts appeared, which feemed to be returning to 
etch more people, befides great crowds appeared on horfe~ 
back, fitted out for travelling. This was a very melan- 
choly profpect ; indeed there was fcarcely any thing elfe to 
be feen; it filled my mind with very ferious thoughts of 
the mifery that was coming upon thecity, and the unhappy 
condition of thofe who would be left init. By the end of 
July, the contagion had fpread and increafed to a great 
degree: forrow and fadnefs fat upon every face; and though 
fome parts were not yet overwhelmedy all looked deeply 
concefned. London might well be faid to be all in tears. 
The mourners did not go about the ftreets, for nobody 
made a formal drefs of mourning for their neareft rela- 
tions; but the voite of mourning was, indeed, heard in 
the ftreets: the fhrieks of women and children at the win- 
dows and doors of their houfes, when their deareft relations 
were dying, were f6 frequently heard as we paffed, that it 
was enough to pierce the ftouteft heart. Tears and lamen- 
tations were perceived in dlmoft every houfe, efpecially in 
the firft part of the vifitation; for towards the latter end, 
people 
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people did not fo much concern themfelves for the lofs of 
their friends, expecting that they themfelves would be fuih- 
moned the next hour. 

It was a time of very unhappy breaches among us, in 
matters of réligion; but this dreadful vifitation reconciled 
the different parties, and took away all manner of prejudice 
from the people. Yet after the ficknefs was over, ‘that 
fpirit of charity was loft, and things returned to their old 
bad channel. Here we may obferve, that a nearer view 
of death would foon reconcile men of good principles f 
one another; and that it is chiefly owing to our eafy fitua- 
tions in life, and our putting thefe-things far from us, that 
occafions fuch a want of chriftian charity. «A clofe view 
and'converfe with death, or with difeafes that threaten 
death, would fcum off the gall of our tempers, remove 
our hatred, and bring us to fee with different eyes. On 
the other fide of the grave, we {hall all be brethren again. 

The inns of court were now all fhut up; therewere but 
few lawyers to be feen in the city; indeed théréewas no 
need of them, for quarrels and. divifions ee An 
ceafed; every body was at peace. It was alf@ Worthy’ of 
obfervation, as well as full of inftruction, to remark with 
what eagernefs the people, of all perfuafions, embraced the 
opportunities they had of attending upon the public wor 
fhip, and other appointed times of devotion, as humilias 
tions, faftings, and public confeffion of fins, to ‘implore 
the mercy of Gop, and turn away the judgments which 
hung over their heads. The churches were fo thronged, 
that there was often no coming near; no, not to the 
door of the largeft churches. ‘T here:were alfo daily pr 
appointed, morning and evening, at which the people at- 
tended with uncommon devotion, All plays and public 
places, which had begun to increafe among us, were neg- 
lected; the gaming-tables, public dancing-rooms,’ and 
mufi¢-houfes, which had multiplied, and begun to debauch 
the manners of the-people, were fhuttp and fuppreffed, 
finding no trades for the minds of the people were 
rally humbled and employed with other things. 


was before their eyes, and every bedy- began to think of 
their 
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their graves. The infe&ion continuedeto increaf till the 
middie of Auguft, when there died a thoufand a day, by 
the account of the weekly bills, though they never gave 
a full account by many thoufands;. many. of the parith 
officers were taken fick themfelves, and died: when their 
accounts weretobegivenin. The parifh of Stepney alone 
had, within the year, one hundred and fixtcen fextons, 
grave-diggers, carriers of the dead, &c. Indeed the work 
was not of a nature to allow them time to take an exact 
account of their dead bodies, which were all thrown toge- 
ther in the dark, in a pit, to which no man could come 
near without the utmoft dangers. 1 had ({ays this author) 
the care of my brother’s houfe, which obliged me fome- 
times to go abroad. In thefe walks, I had difmal fcenes 
before my eyes, particularly of perfons falling dead in the 
ftreets, and heard terrible fhrieks of women, who, in their 
agonies, would throw open their chamber windows, and 
cry out ina fad and affecting manner. It is impoffible to 
defcribe the variety of poftures, in:which the patlions of 
the poor people would expreis themfelves. Pafling through 
Token-houfe-yard, of a fixdden a cafement violentiy opened 
juft over my head, and a woman gave three frightful 
fhricks, and then cried—QOh! death, death, death !——-which 
ftruck me with horror, and caufed a chillnefs in my very 
blood. Ihere was no body to be feen in the whole ftreet, nei- 
ther did any window oben, for people had no curiofity, now, 
in any cafe. | went on to pafs into Bell-Alley, wherethere 
was.a {till greater cry: I could hear women and children 
run {creaming about the rooms like diftracted perfons. It 
is hardly to be believed what dreadful cafes happened in par- 
ticular families every day; people in the rage of the dif- 
temper, or in the torment of the fwelling, which indeed 
was intolerable, becoming raving and diftracted, oftentimes 
Jaid violent hands en themfelves, or threw themfelves out 
of the windows, os, breaking out of the houfes, would 
dance naked about the ftreets, not knowing one thing from 
another. Otrhers, if not prevented, would run diredtly 
down to the river, and jump into the water. Some died 
of mere grief, and fome of fright and furprize, without 
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perhaps having reeeived the infection. ,It often pierced 
my very foul to hear the groans and cries of thofe who 
were thus tormented. But the fymptom of {welling was 
accounted the moft promifing in the whole infection; for if 
thefe {wellings could be brought to break and run, the pas 
tient generally recovered; whereas, thofe who were ftruck 
with death at the beginning of the diftemper, and had {pots, 
come upon them, often went about tolerably eafy, til @ 
little before they died, and fome till the moment thep 
dropped down: {uch would be taken fudidenly very fick, and 
would run to fome convenient place, or to their own houfes, 
if poflible, and there fit down, growsfaint, and die. 

The method the magiftrates tell into, of locking up the 
people’s doors, where any had taken the diftemper, and 
fetting watchmen there night and day, to prevent any going 
out to fpread the infeétion, looked hard and cruel, as per- 
haps thofe who were found in the family might have 
efcaped, if they had been removed from the fick: but the 
public good feemed to juftify fuch a conduét, and there 
was no obtaining the leaft foftening of this condu@ from 
them. This put people, who thought themfelves well, 
upon plans to get out of their confinement. Going out 
one morning, | heard a great outcry, which prompting 
my curiofity, I inquired the caufe of a perfon who looked 
out of a window. A watchman had been employed to 
watch at the door of a houfe, which was infeéted and fhut 
up; both himfelf and the day watchman, attended there 
a day and two nights. All this while no noife had been 
heard, nor lights feen in the houfe, neither had they called 
for any thing. It feems, that two or three days before, 
the dead-cart had ftopped there, and a fervant maid had 
been brought down tothe door dead, wrapped only in a 
rug, which the buriers had put into the cart, and carried 
away. The next day the watchman Heard a great crying 
and fcreaming in the houfe, which he fuppofed was occa- 
fioned by fome of the family dying juft at that time; upon 
which he knocked at the door a great while: at laft one 
looked out, and faid with an angry quick tone, and 
yoice of one who was crying, “ What d’ye want?” He 
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anfwered, ‘* I am the watchman, how do vou do?” The: 
perfon replied, ** Stop the dead-cart.”” This was about 
one o'clock; foon after he ftopped the dead-cart, and then 
knocked again, but nobody anfwered. He continued 
knocking, and the bell-man called feveral times, “* bring 
out your dead ;” but nobody anfwered; and the man who 
drove the cart, being called to other houfes, would flay no 
Jonger, and drove the cart away. In the morning, when 
the day watchman came, they knocked at the door a great 
while; but nobody anfwering, they got a ladder, and one 
of them went up to the window, and looking into the room, 
he faw a woman lying dead upon the floor, in a difmal 
fituation; but though he called aloud, and knocked on the 
floor with- his ftaff, nobody ftirred or anfwered, This 
they made known to the magiftrate, who ordered the houfe 
to be broke open, when nobody was found in it, but that 
young woman; who having been infeéted and patt reco- 
very, the reft had left her to die by herfelf, and were every 
one gone, having found fome way to delude the watchman 
and go out. As to thofe cries and fhrieks which he heard, 
it was fuppofed they were the paflionate cries of the family 
at the bitter partmg, which to be fure it was to them all, 
this being the fifter to the miftrefs of the family. Many 
more inftances might be given; but thefe may fuffice to 
fhew the deep diftrefs of that day. Death did not now 
hover over every one’s head only, but looked into their 
houfes and chambers, and even ftared in their faces; and 
though there were fome ftupidity and dullnefs of mind, yet 
there was a great deal of juft alarm founded in the inmoft 
foul: many confciences were awakened, many hard hearts 
melted, many a penitent made confeffion of crimes long 
concealed. People might be heard, even in the ftreets, as 
we pafied along, calling upon God for mercy through Jefus 
Chrift; and faying, ** T have been an adulterer, I have 
been a murderer,” and the like: and none durft ftop to 
make an inquiry into fuch things, or to give comfort to the 
poor creatures, who, in the anguith both of foul and body, 
thus cried out. Many were the warnings that were then 


given by dying penitents to others, not to put off and delay 
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their repentance to a day of diftrefs; that fuch a time of 
calamity as this was not the beft time for repentance. I 
with (fays this author) I could repeat the very found of 
thofe groans and exclamations, that I heard from fome poor 
dying creatures, when in the height of their agony and dif- 
trefs; and that I could make him who reads this, hear, as 
I imagine I now hear them; for the found feems ftill to 
ring in my ears. In the beginning of September, the 
number of burials increafing, the church-wardens of Ald- 
gate perifh ordered a large pit to be dug, to hold all the 
dead which might die in a month: it was about forty feet 
long, and fixteen broad. Some blamed the church-wardens 
for fuffering fuch a frightful gulf to be dug; neverthelefs, 
in two weeks, they had thrown more than eleven hundred 
bodies into it, when they were obliged to fill it up, as the 
bodies were come within fix feet of the top. My curiofity 
drove me to go and fee this pit, when there had been 
nearly four hundred people buried init. 1 gotadmittaneg 
into the church-yard, by means of the fexton, who was a 
fenfible religious man. He would have perfuaded me not 
to go, faying, that ‘* it was indeed their duty to venture, 
and in it they might -hope to be preferved, but that as I 
had no particular call, he thought my curiofity could not 
juftify my running the hazard.” I told him, “ I hada 
great defire in my mind to go; and that, perhaps, it might 
be an inftructing fight.” ‘* Nay,” fays the good man, “ if 
you will venture upon that fcore, in the name of God, go 
in; it will be a fermon to you; it may be the beft that 
ever you heard in your life.” 

This difcourfe had fhocked my refolution, and I ftood 
wavering a good while; but juft then hearing the bell- 
man, and the cart loaded with dead bodies appearing, I 
went in.—-There was nobody that I could perceive, at firft, 
with the cart, but the buriers, and the man who led the 
cart; but when they came to the pit, they faw a man muffled 
in a cloak, who appeared in great agony. The buriers 
immediately gathered about him, fuppofing he was one of 
thofe poor delirious, or defperate creatures, who would 
fometimes run to the pit, wrapt in blankets, and throw 


themfelvés in; and, as they faid, burv themflves. When 
the 
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the buriers came to him, they foon found he was neither 
defperate nor diftempered in mind, but one opprefied with 
a dreadful weight of grief, having his wife and feverai chil- 
dren, all in the cart that was juft céme in with him, and he 
following inagony and excefs of grief. He talmly defired 
the buriers to let him alone, and faid he would on!v fee the 
bodies thrown in, and go away; fo they left begcing him; 
But no fooner was the cart turned round, and the bodies fhot 
into the pit all together, which was a furprize to him, for he 
at leaft expected they would have been decently laid im, 
though, indeed, he was afterwards convinced that was im- 
poflible—no fooner did‘he fee this, but he cried out aloud, 
unable to contain himfelf, and fell down inafwoon. The 
buriers ran to him and took him up, and when he came to 
himfelf, led him toa place where he was taken care of. He 
looked into the pit again as he went away, but the burters 
had covered the bodies immediately, by throwing in earth, 
fo that nothing could be feen. The cart had in it fixteen or 
feventeen bodies. Some were wrapped up in linen fheets, 
fome in rugs, fome were little otherwife than naked, or fo 
loofely clad, that what covering they had fell from them in 
the {hooting out of the cart, and they fell quite naked among 
the reft; but the matter was not much to them, every thing 
became indifferent, feeing they were to be huddled together 
into the common grave of mankind ; for here was no differ- 
ence, but rich and poor went together. John Hayward, 
under-fexton, grave-digger, and bearer of the dead, never 
had the diftemper at all, but lived about twenty years after 
it. His wife was employed to nurfe the infected people, 
yet fhe herfelf never caught it. The only thing he ufed 
to keep off the infection, was holding garlick and rue in 
his mouth, and {moaking tobacco; this account I had from 
himfelf; his wife ufed to wafh her head in vinegar, and 
fprinkle her clothes fo with it as to keep them always moift; 
and if the fmell of any of thofe fhe waited on was more than 
ufually bad, the fnuffed vinegar up her nofe, put it over 
her cap, and held a handkerchief with it to her mouth. 
And here I muft not omit mentioning the difpofition of 
the people of that day with refpect to their charities, which 
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indeed were very large, both ina public and private way. 
Some pious ladies were fo zealous in this good work, and 
fo confident in the protection of Providence in the difcharge 
of this great duty, that they went about giving alms, and 
vifiting the poor families who were infected, in their very 
homes, appointing nurfes and apothecaries to fupply them 
with what they wanted. Thus giving their bleffings to 
the poor, in folid relief, as well as hearty prayers for them. 
I will not undertake to fay that none of thefe charitable 
people were fuffered to die of the plague; but this I may 
fay, that I never knew any of them mifcarry in their pious 
work, which I] mention for the encouragement of others in 
cafes of like diftrefs. And doubtlefs, if they that give to 
the poor lend to the Lord, and he will repay it, thofe who 
hazard their lives to give to the poor, and to comfort and 
affift them in fuch a mifery as this, may hope to be pro- 
tected in it. From the middle of Auguft tothe middle 
of September, the infection ftill increafed, and fpread itfelf 
with wonderful power, and it was reckoned that, during 
that time there died no lefs than fixteen hundred a day. 
It was then that the confufion and terror of the people 
was inexprefiible; the courage of the perfons appointed ta 
carry away the dead began to fail them. The watchful- 
nefs of the magiftrates was now put to the fevereft trial. 
At laft the violence of the diforder came to fuch a height, 
that the people fat ftill, looking upon each other, and feemed 
quite abandoned to defpair. 

In a word, people began to give themfelves up to a fear 
that there was nothing to be expedted but an univerfal de- 
folation. This defpair made the people bold and ventur- 
ous; they were no more fhy of one another, as expecting 
there was no avoiding the diftemper, but that all muft go: 
this brought them to crowd into the churches; they no 
longer inquired what condition the people who fat near 
them were in, but came without the leaft caution, and 
crowded together, as if their lives were of no confequence, 
compared with the work which they were come about. 
Indeed, their zeal in coming, and the earneftnefs and affec- 
tionate attention they fhewed to what they heard, made 
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it manifeft what value people would put upon the worfhip 
of God, if they thought every day they attended at the 
church might be their - lat. 

It was in the height of this defpair it pieafed God to 
ftay his hand, and to flacken the violence of the contagion, 
in a manner as farprifing as that of its beginning; and 
which thewed it to be his o wn parti cular hand. Nothin 
but Almighty power could have done it; the diforder de- 
{pifed all medic! ne, death raged in every corner, and had 
it gone on as it did then, a few weeks more would liave 
cleared the town of all its inhabitants. 

In that very moment, when thirty thoufand were dead 
in three weeks, nay, when it was reported three thoufand 
died in one night, and an hundred thoufand were taken 
fick; then we might well fay, ** Vain was the help of man;” 
it pleated God to caufe the force of the diftemper to abate, 
and by his immediate hand to difarm the enemy. It was 
wonderful! the phyficians were furprifed, wherever they 

vifited, to find their patients better, and in a few days every 
body was recovered. Nor was this by any medicine found 
out, or by any new method of cure difeovered; but it was 
evidently from the fecret invifible hand of files. who had 
at firft fent this difeafe as a judgment upon us. Let wife 
men fearch for reafons in nature to account for it, and labour 
as much as they will to leflen the debt they owe their Ma- 
ker; even thofe phyficians who had the leatt fhare of reli- 
gion in them, were obliged to acknowledge the whole was 
the power of God. T he ftreets were now fuil of poor re- 
covering creatures, who appeared very fenfible and thank- 
ful to God, for their unexpected deliverance: yet, I muft 
own, that as to the generality of the people, it might too 
juftly be faid of th 1em, as was faid of the children of Ifrael, 
ater they had been delivered from the hoft of Pharaoh: 
¢ They fung his praife, but they foon forgot his works.” 

The author, who was preferved unhurt, with his whole 
family, during the time of this ficknefs, gives in his hiftory 
a particular account of the many reafonings and fears which 
affected his mind, before he could come to a fixed refolu- 
tion, whether to ftay and take his lot in the flation in which 
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God kad placed him, or, by leaving the city, run the chance 
of unfettling himfelf, and of lofing his effeéts, which lay 
f{cattered about. At the earneft entreaties of his brother, 
he concluded to £0; but being always croffed in this de- 
fign, by feveral accidents, it came one morning, as he ex- 
prefles it, very warmly into his mind, whether thefe repeat- 
ed difappointments were not intimations to him, that it was 
the will of heaven he fhould not go; which was fucceeded 
by another thought, that if this hint were from Ged, he 
was able to preferve him, in the midft of all death and 
dangers that could furround him; and that if he attempt- 
ed to fecure himfelf, by fleeing from his habitation, and 
acting contrary to thefe intimations, which he believed di- 
vine, it was a kind of flyi ing from God, who could caufe his 
juftice to overtake him, w yhen and where he thought fit. 

But what finally fixed him in a refolution to fay, and 

aft himfelf entirely upon the proteétion and good pleafure 

of the Almighty, was the following circumftance:—At a 
time when his thoughts were more than commonly ferious 
upon this weighty fubject, turning over the bible which 
lay before him, he cried out, “ Well, I know not what 
to do; Lord, direct me.” At that moment, happening 
to ftop, he caft his eye on the fecond verfe of the g1ft 
Pfalm, and read the 1oth verfe, as follows: 

«< T will fay of the Lord, he is my refuge, and my for- 
trefs; my God, in him will I truft. Surely he fhall deliver 
thee from the fis of the fowler, and from the noifome 
pefti lence. He fhall cover thee with his feathers, and un- 
der his wings fhalt thou truft: his truth fhall be thy fhield 
and buckler. Thou fhalt not be afraid for the terror by 
night, nor for the arrow that flieth by day; nor for the 
peftilence that walketh in darknefs: nor for the deftruGion 
that wafteth at poon-day. A thoufand fhall fall at thy fide, 
and ten thoufand at thy right hand; but it fhall net come 
nigh thee.—Only with thine eyes fhalt thou behold, and fee 
the reward of the wicked. Becaufe thou haft made the 
Lord, which is thy refuge, even the Moft High, thy habita- 
tion; there fhall no evil befall thee, neither fhall any plague 
come nigh thy dwelling,” &c. ; 
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fin Account of the Inftitution, Progre/s, and Prefent State of . 
the New-York Miffionary Society. 


N the autumn of 1796, a number of Minifters in the city of 
New-York, being informed of the exertions which were then, 
and had been for fome time, making in Great-Britain, to fpread the 
knowledge of the Gofpel among ‘the heathen, became imprefled 
with the duty of making a finilar attempt in America. After re- 
peated confultations on the fubject, they took meafures to engage 
in the plan a number of clerical brethren in the vicinity, onl: pri- 
vate chriftians in the city, of different denominations. Of thee, 
a general meeting took place on the ift day of November in the 
above- mentioned 5 year ; on which occation the Rev. Dr. M*Whor- 
ter, of Newark, ‘delivered a difcourfe on “ the bletlednefs of the 
liberal,’’ which has been fince publithed. The auditory was large 
and folemn, and the colleétion made on the occafion was very 
handfome. At this meeting, the gentlemen prefent agreed to form 
themfelves into a fociety for fending the Gofpel to the frontier fet- 
tlements, and among the Indian T ribes { in the United States. At 
the fame meeting the fociety agreed to the following Conttitution 

and Addrefs, which were foon afterwards publifhed. 

snginiaiendl 
Conflitution of the New-York Miffionary Society. 
I. General Defign. 


1. THIS fociety fhall be called, Toe New-York Misston- 
ARY SOCIETY. 

2. The efforts of the fociety fhall be exclufively direéted to the 
propagation of the glorious golpel of Chrift, in places which are 
deftitute of it, and of the means of obiaining i it: mor fhall any 
bufinefs, not immediately relative to this obje&t, be difcuffed at any 
of their meetings. 

That the world may be fatisiied as to the religious principles 
which they embrace for themfelves, and refolve to propagate among 
others, their view of the great pauline: of the doétrine of falvation 
is exhibited in the following propofitions: Tat in JEHOv AH, 
the one only living and ree God, there are three perfons equal in 
divine perfeGtions, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghot— 
Tuat Jehovah, who created all things for his own clory, made 
our firft parents upright, and entered into covenant w) ‘ith them for 
themfelves, and for their pofterity—T HAT in their fall, all man- 
kind fell; that they are, by nature, children of wrath; are totally 
depraved, being dead in trefpaffes and fins; and, with refpeét to 
any created power, are without help and without hope—THAT in 
virtue of a covenant eftablifhed, from everlafti: ig, with him as the 
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federal head of the ele&tion of grace, the Lord Jefus Chrift, the 


eternal Son of the Father, was manifefted in the fleth, by affuming 
the human, into a petfonal union with his divine, nature—T HAT 
being, in one perfon, very God and very man, he, as the furety 
of his people, yielded perfect obedience to the precept of the divine 
law; and endured its penalty to the utrermoft, in pouring out his 
foul unto death as a true and proper facrifice and atonement for 
their ins—THar his righteoufne!s, confifting of both his obedi. ° 
ence and fufierings, freely imputed to them, and received by faith, is 
the fole ground of their acceptance with God, and of their title to 
esernallife—T HAT they are made aliveunto God ; are vitally united 
with the Lord Jefus; are fanétified, and rendered meet for heaven, 
by the efficacious and almighty energy of the Holy Spirt—Tuat 
the word and ordinances are the great means which he employs in 
beginning, carrying on, and completing his work of grace in the 
heart—T Hat there is an infeparable conneétion between free par- 
don and i the practice of holinefs—TuHat all who are juftified by 
the merit, and regenerated by the Spirit, of Chrift, are kept by the 
power oe God through faith unto falvation--AND THAT there 
will be a general refurreétion of the dead, both of the juit and of 
the unjuft; and a final retribution by Jefus Chrift, who will ad- 
judge the righteous to endlefs lite, and the wicked to endlefs punifh- 
ment. 

4. The fociety will cordially correfpond and co-operate with 
other focieties which now exilt, or may hereafter exift, in any 
nation or part of the world; or with individuals, who, agreeing 
with them in thefe important truths, incline to aid the profecution 
of their defign. 


Il. Officers and Dire@ors. 


The officers of the fociety to be chofen annually, by ballot, 
{hall be, 
A PRESIDENT, to preferve regularity and decorum in the pro- 
ceedings of the fociety when met; and for that end to ftate quef- 
tions ; “coukne fpeakers to the fubjet under difcuffion; give the 
afting vote in all equal divifions ; ‘and generally, to enforce fuch 
rules, both of order and of bufinets, as the fociety may enact. 
A Vice-PresiDENT, who, in the abfence of the Prefident, 
fhall take his place, and perform his duties. 
A TREASURER, to receive the monies, make the difburfements, 
and keep the accounts of the fociety; who fhall give fufncient 
fecurity to the Direétors for the faithful difcharge ot his truft. 
A SECRETARY, to conduct their correfpondence, under the 
{fuperintendance of the Dire€tors; and 
3 CLERK, to record their pr oceedings. 


There fhall be chofen annually, by ballot, twelve igh 
who, 
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who, together with the officers, fhall conftitute a Board of Diree, 
tors. Seven fhall be a quorum. 

3. Ic fhall be the duty of the Directors to collect and prepare 
for the oe leration of the foctery, all fuch information as, in their 
rudgment, fhall be neceflury for forming any general are angements ; 
to ine wire after, approve, inftruct, fend out, and watch over, mif- 
fionaries; to apply, to the objects of the ath ciation, fuch of the 
‘eguiar income as fhall not be referved by the fociety for their own 
rhe difpofal; to lay before the fociety, at every ordinary meet- 
ing, a concile fummary of their proceedings: and the bener to dif- 
charge the truft repofed in them, they fhall be em powere d enher 
to act all together, or to fubdivide themfelves into different com- 
mittees, fubject to the direction of the whole, as they fhail find 
moft c onvenient and advantageous. 

4. The Direé&tors thall meet flatedly, at leaft once a quarter; 

and th always meet on or before the Monday immediately pre- 
ceding the general meeting of the fociety. This meeting of the 
Direétors may coincide with a qué arterly meeting; if found con- 
yement. 

On the deceafe, or refignation of any of the officers, the 
Direétors fhall fill up the vacancy till the next meeting of the 
jociety 

Wil. General Meetings. 


. The faociety fha!l meet annually, at the city of New-York, 
on the firft Tuefday in November; for the purpofe of receiving 
the report of the Dire€tors—examining the ftate of their finances 

, elect: ing their offers, é&c.—and cone erting meafures for pro- 
fecuting, to effect, the great interefis of the aflociation. ‘l wenty- 
one members {hall be a quorum. ; 

At every annual meeting, one or more fermons fhall be 
preached, by a minifter or minitters of the affociatio n, appointed as 
he laft annual meeting, and a colleCtion made for the benefit of the 


t 

fociety. Should any thi ng, during the recets of the fociety, {ruftrate 
their appointment, a new one fhall be made by the Directors. 

3. Ail publications, in the — the fociety, fhall be refolved 

n ina general meeting; thall be igned by their Secretary ; com- 


mitted to the Directors to‘be sce at the fociety’s expence, and 
cifpofed of on their account; and all monies a1 iting from the fale 
thereot, fhall be immediately paid 1 into the treafury. 

4. Betides the ordinary meetings of the fociety, the Dire€ors, 
vpon any urgent occafien, fhall call a fpecial m ecting ; of which 
the members fhall be mformed by a written inumation trom the 
Secretary. 

c. All meetings of the fociety fhall be opened and clofed with 


IV. Admifion 
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IV. <Admiffion of Members. , 


i. Perfons may be admitted from all religious denominations 
inJifcriminatel y. 

2. Every perfon propofed for admiffion muft be recommended, 
in writing, by at leatt two of the members, as friendly to the object 
and principles of the fociety, and as of Chriftian deportment. 

3. The power of adinitting members 1s lodged in the board of 
direction ; but the votes ot two-thirds of the Directors prefent, taken 
by ballot, fhall be neceffary to an election. 

4. The fociety reterves to ittelt the power of electing honorary 
members. 

5. Every member (honorary ones excepted) thall fubfcribe the 
conftitution ot the fociety previoufly to his being admitted to a 
feat. 

6. Every member (honorary ones excepted, with whom it fhall 
be optional) ‘hall pay into the treafury, on his election, a fum not 
lefs than two dollars and an half; and a further yearly fum of not 
lefs than two dollars. 

7. Every congregation or aflociation which favours the defign 
of the fociety, fhall be entitled to fend one delegate for every {um 
equal to that required from individual members; and every fuch 
delegate, on cotmplying with the fecond and fifth regulations under 
this head, fhall enjoy all the privileges of a member without a 
formal election. 

8. Members who fhiall be found hoftile to the religious princi- 
ples of the focrety, as fet forth in this conftitution, or immoral in 
their conduct, fhall forieit their memberthip. 

V. Miffionaries and ather Teachers. 

1. Every miflionary, or other teacher, fhall be appointed by 
the Directors. 

2. The Dire&ors are to ufe their utmoft diligence, in afcertain- 
ing the orthodoxy, piety, talents, zeal and prudence of miffion- 
aries; and on no account whatever to employ perfons of a dubious 
character. 

3. In cafes where it is thought proper that a miffionary he or- 
dained, he thall be remitted, for ordination, to his particular reli. 
gious connections; and at the fame time fhall be confidered as fent 
out by the fociety at large; and fhall equally enjoy their counte- 
nance and fupport. 

4, Betides mifhionaries, the fociety will gladly, as their refources 
fhall permit, embrace opportunities of eflablithing catechilts, or 
other teachers of approved piety, and foundnefs in the faith. 

5- Mifhionaries, or other teachers, who thall prove diforderly or 
unfaithful in the difcharge of their duty, may be fufpencded. by the 
DiueCtors, from the fervice of tie fociety, ull their next general 
necting. 6. All 
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6. All mithenaries and teachers fhall receive fuch falaries as the 
Directors thall appoint: but their appointments fhall be fubject to 
the revifion of the focicty. 


VI. Funds. 


The fources from which the revenue of the fociety is con. 
templated to arife, are the ftated fubfcription of members—public 
collections—the fale of the focieties publications—and the liberal 
ae actions of focieties, and benevolent individuals. 

If there be in the treafury a contiderable furplufage unappro- 
veins tor which there is no profpedt of a fpeedy appropriation, 
the Treaturer, byt he advice of the Direétors, fhall loan it, in truft, 
at lawful intere{t, on good fecurity; or difpofe of it in fome other 
manner equally fafe and produc ‘tive. 

3. No monies fhall be paid by the Treafurer without an order 
from the fociety, or from the Directors, tothe amount to which they 
authorifed to draw. 

4. The fociety will confider themfelves at liberty to apply im- 
mediately to the purps »ies of their inftitution, nor only their ordinar 
funds, but all donations for the difpefal of which the donors thalt 
not otherwife direét. 


VU. Prowifonary Articles. 


1. No alteration fhall be made in this conftitution unlefs it be 
previoufly fubmitced to the Board of Dire€tors and by them laid 
be " wre the fociety at their next flated meeting. 

In thofe cafes, however, in which a propofal for alteration 
thall not be approved by the Diretors, it may be brought by the 
propofer immediately before the fociety, but it fhall lie over for 
conlideration till the next ordinary meeting. 

By order of the Society, 
JOHN M. MASON, Secretary 

New-York, Nov. 1/7, 1796. 

ADDRESS. 
The New-York Miffion Saciety to all them that love our Lord 
‘Fefus Chrifl in fincerity. 


VERY DEAR BRETHREN 
EVENTS have recently siihidiad which deeply intereft every 
genuine Chriftian. We learn, from fources the moft direé& and 
authentic, that exertions of uncommon vigour are now making, 
beyond the Atlantic, for extending the kingdom of our Lorp 
Jesus Curist. A fpirit of jealouty for his name, not lefs deci- 
five than univerfal, aétuates our brethren in Britain. Its influence 
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was firft felt by the faithful around the metropolis; and the im-. 
pulfe hath vibrated to the extremes of the ifle. While their na- 
tion is involved in the deftructive war which convulfes Europe, 
they are devoted tothe advancement of that kingdom which is 
“ righteoufnefs, and peace, and joy in the holy Ghott.” Large 
focieties, founded en ponies principles, and embracing va- 
riows denominations, have “already been farmed, and are rapidly 
forming, for the purpofe of propagating the gofpel among the 
unhappy Heathen. With amagnanimity worthy of Chrittians 
they have facrificed the bigotries of party on the altar of Apofto- 
lic zeal. To the Eaft, to ) the South, tothe Welt, their ardent 
eye directs its attention. Unwilling to reftrict their efforts to 
their own immediate connections, it is their noble defign to 

roduce, if poffible, “ageneral movement of the church upan 
earth.” . 

It was their generous piety which gave rife to THE New- 
York Missronary Society. Itis to folicit your co-op- 
eration in the faine glorious work, that the Society now addretles 
you; and furely, brethren, there are confiderations which fhould 
prompt us to follow, without delay, their great example. That 
in Meffiah, “ all the families’ of the earth {hall be bleffed,” is 
yet the fubjedt of promife. ‘True it is, that the effects which 
refulted from his “ appearing to put away fin by the facrifice of 
himfelf,” were a pledge of its final and illuftrious accomplith- 
ment. When he afcended up on high, the wall of partition be- 
tween the Gentile and the Jew was "broken down: the river of 
life poured its ftreams among the nations : they watered the lot 
of our pagan progenitors ; they have defcended unto us, their 
children ; and we, at thishour, verify the gracious prediction, 
* it fhall come to pafs that in the place where it was faid unto 
them, yz are not my people, there it fhall be faid unto them, ye 
are the fons of the living God.’ 

Butalthough fplendid acceffions have been made to the church 
of Chrift, there is room for acceffions yet more fplendid. Though 
we enjoy the cleareft light of his gofpel, there are millions of our 
race on whom it never fhone. ‘There are hundreds of millions 
who never tafted his falvation, nor heard of his name. Of thefe, 
vait numbers are in our own land. ‘They are without Gox, 
and without hope ; deftitute of the means of grace, and even ia- 
fenfible tu their mifery. Age after age h: ith elapfed, and they 
{till fit in the region and fh: udow of death. Befides thefe, there 
are, on our frontiers, multitudes whofe fituation, notwithitand- 
ing occafional aid, entitles them tu our decpeft commiferation— 
without the ftated preaching of the word—without the ordinan- 
ces of the gofpe|—without fanctified fabbaths, or regular reli- 
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ious inftru€tions: many of them, though called Chriftians, are 
eathen in reality. 

If their haplets ftate fhould excite our fympathy, the duty of 
attempting their relief is too plain to be evaded, and is recom- 
mended by motives the moft tender and forceful. The fouls of 
thefe poor, Pagans, and of others in circumftances not lefs af- 
fliGting, areas valuable as our own ; they. are as capable aS OULe 
felves of glorifying God, and of being glorified with him. They 
will be as bright ornaments, if fav ed, in the crown of Jefus; 
and, if loft, as certain heirs of the wrath to come. 

In their forlorn condition we fee an affecting picture of what 
ourfelves once were. JV, too, have fprung from an infidel ftock, 
We, too, were “ aliens from the commonwealth of Ifrael, and 
ftrangers from the. covenants of promife :”’ . And fuch would we 
have been at this day, had not fome difciples, to whom we ate 
everlafting debtors—men “ full of faith and of the Holy Ghoft,” 
put their lives intheir hands, and preached to our fathers the 
gofpel of falvation. They felt the authority of the command 
which enjoins the church to evangclize the,nations ; and a 
command, in all its folemnity, is binding upon.us.. Freel 
have received—freely we muft give. The leaft sino 
ment which the loving kindneis ef God our Saviour can require 
at our hands, is to “ take the cup of falvation ;” to drink deep- 
ly for otrfelyes, and Communicate of it to others, And yet, what 
have we done towards refcuing the Heathen from their ignorance 
and from their delufions? We have prayed indeed.; we are 
in the Aadbit of praying that the kingdom of our Lord ofus ma 
come. But what means have we ufed for attaining , the blet 
fing? Where are the monuments of our zeal, of our boldnefs, 
of our fortitude, of our patience ? The zeal of others who have 
preceded us, is a ftriking reproof of our lukewarmnefs. _. The la- 
bours of the Mayhews, in the eaftern ftates, in the laft century 
—of the apoftolic Elliot—of the indefatigable Brainerd—and the 
exertions of the Moravian Chriftians, and the fuccefs which they 
have obtained, at once {peak fhame to our apathy, and encou- 
ragement to our emulation. Verily we are guilty in this refpect. 
We have not rez/ized the de -plorable ftate of millions of our fpe- 
cies. We have been contented with wilhes, when we were call- 
ed to action. We have folded our arms in floth, or have watft- 
ed ourfelves in contefts of inferior moinent, when we fhould have 
confolidated our ftrength in the caufe of the common {alvation. 
Surely our friend, our brother, who deliv ered us from. going 
down to the pit, “who, his own {elf, bore our fins in his own 
body on the tie,” merited a mare grateful recompence, May 
not our backwardnefs in publifhing abroad his praifes be a caule 
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of his -controverfy with us? May it not be, at leaft in part, to 
correct this iniquity, that vital godlinefs decays among ourfelves, 
and the influences of his good Spirit are withheld from our de- 
votional aflemblics? Ah! neceffities of the Heathen have lon 
implored our aid, but implored in vain : and if they be ftill difre- 
garded, the cry of their blood, fucceeding to the cry of their 
wretchednefs, may bring upon us a calamity which fhall make the 
ears of every one that heareth it to tingle. Who knoweth but the 
Lord, to punifh our infenfibility, may, by a {pecial providence, 
transfer our privileges to the inhabitant of theforeft ; may write 
upon our temple-doors, THE GLORY IS DEPARTED! and while 
he caufes “ the defert to rejoice and. bloflom as the rofe,” may 
abandon us to the defolating flood, and convert our goodly heri- 
tage into a barren walte ! | 

Befides thofe confiderations which addrefs our fenfe of grati- 
tude and of intereft, there is.another no lefs powerful, which ari- 
fes from the peculiar circumftances of the times. Infidelity 
abounds. It hath aflumed an imperious: air, and glories in the 
expectation of a {peedy.extermination of the religion of Jefus. 
To confound its vain hopes, we are called upon to fhew, by our 
activity in the caufe of truth, that the Spirit of Chrift continues 
to animate his body ; that there is {till life and energy in his 
church, and that the profpect is as diftant as ever, of “ the gates 
of hell prevailing: againft her.” 

If then, dear brethren, the fouls of men are precious in our 
eyes—if the honour of our Lord Jefus is an. object of our defire, 
or his commandment of our reverence—if gratitude for his won- 
drous love hath not fled from our hearts—if the confcioufnefs of 
former neglect, excites one emotion of fhame, let us roufe from 
our lethargy—let us ftrive to. redeem, by future diligence, our 
loft opportugities. While other parts of the church are ear-. 
neft and active, let us not be like a palfied limb in aliving body. 
Tn order to fecond the efforts abroad, by ftrenuous efforts at home, 
Jet us, with cordial affe€tion and mutual confidence, unite our 
fupplications, our counfels, our refources. Should we even fail 
in our immediate expectations, we may aid thofe whe fhall have 
better fuccefs. And if finners be brought to the Saviour, our 
object is gained. In the temple above it will make no difference 
whether they were gathered from the banks of the Miflifippi, the 
Gambia, or the Ganges. 

_ But, to effect any part of fo vaft a defign, good wifhes are 
not fuilicient. ‘The wifeft and moft benevolent plan muft be 
defeated without encouragement of a different kind; we afk, 
therefore, brethren, a portion of your worldly fub/iance—we aik 
it ia the name ef Him whofe you are, and whem you iter Ye 
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know the grace of our Lord Jefus Chrift, that though he was 
rich, yet for your fakes he became poor, that ye, through his 
poverty, might be rich.”” You have nothing but what yot re- 
ceive from his bounty. He poured cut his foul for you ; and is 
it a great matter, if, with a pittance of your carnal things, you 
miniter to the interefts of his kingdom? Let wealthy Chrife 
tians remember, that “ the liberal devifeth liberal things, and bys 
hberal things fhall he ftand.”’ Let the widow throw in her mite 
be itever fo finall. Her offering of love will neither be rejeét- 
ed of God, nor ufelefs to man. As drops from heaver create the 
raighty torrent, fo the fecbleft powers, in combination, produce 
an aftonifiiing refult ; and aceomplifh, with eafe, what. theory 
would bave pronounced incredible, if not impoffible. 

Suck, brethren, are our intentions, and fuch our requeftsy’ 
Shall we, in propofing them, incur the danger of repulfe ? Muft 
we be difheartened by reluctance, or mortified by objection? Wilt 
anyone flight our wndertaking as romantic and chimerical ? 
Will he paint to us the perils of the wildernefs—the favagenefs 
of the Heathen—their roving difpofition—their diverfified {peech 
-—-their cuftoms, in every thing abhcrrent from civilized life? 
Will he dwell on the improbability of obtaining fuitable miffion- 
aries ? On the difproportion of our means to the end we have 
in view? Wilkhe recall the fuccefslefS iflue of fome former at~ 
tempts, and thence predict the difappointment of our hopes? 

To all fuch objections we reply, “IN TH® NAME OF OUR 
Gob WE LIFT UP OUR BANNEKS”’—-We know that the fer- 
vice is dificult—We have not amufed ourfelves with the dream 
of progrefs without obftacle, and victory without refiftance. But 
we know alfo, that im difficult fervices the grace of Jefus, and the 
power of faith, are moftconfpicuous. When the honours of the 
crofs, and the eternal welfare of men are at ftake, we muft not 
“confer with flefh and blood.” Itis criminal timidity which 
whifpers, “there is alion in the way—TI fhall be flain in the 
ftreets.” J’ cannot encounter more heartsbreaking oppofition 
than we encountered, in a fimilar enterprife, by the apoftles of 
the Lams, and by the blefled reformers. Thofe apoftles and re~ 
formers who aJways triumphed in Cxurisr—triumphed when 
perfecution waved over their heads her fcourge of blood, and 
kindled around them the fires of martyrdom. With lef to difmay 
we have as much to encourage. Ifin the might of mM who 
hath “ all power in heaven and in earth ¢/ey were more than con- 
qucrors ,” in HIs might we can conquer too. Nay, there is no- 
thing more formidable in the experiment which we contemplate, 
than in a believer’s daily warfare “ with principalities and pow- 
ers, and {piritual wickednefles.’” “ God reigneth over the hea- 
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then. God is king of all the earth.” The filver is Ais; the 
gold is his: Thedifpofitions of men are under Ais controul ; 
His grace can fix the wandering, and humanize the crtel; can 
quicken the flugeifh, render the fordid generous, and embelden 
the fearful : can beftow an apoftolic {pirit, for apoftolic work ; 
can make “ worm Jacob threfh the mountains.” Let our hearts 
then, fwell with rejolution, and beat high with hope. “ Glo- 
rious things are fpoken of the city of God. For thus faith the 
Lord, I will extend peace to her like a river, and the glory of 
the Gentiles like a flowing ftream. 1 will lift up mine hand to 
the Gentiles, and fet my ftandard to the people; and they hall 
bring thy fons on thy arms, and thy daughters fhall be carried 
upon their fhoulders. Faithful is he who hath promifed, who 
alfo will doit.” And diftinguifhed will be our honour, brethren, 
if he vouchfate to empley us as inftruments im the fulfilment of 
his word. Should he even, in his fearchlefs wifdom, not permit 
our attempt to have the defired effect, the attempt itfelf fhall 
turn to us for a teftimony, and fhall come up, in memorial, be- 
fore his throne ; when the pageantries of the world pafs into 
oblivion. 

Finally, brethren, we intreat that our inftitution may not be 
mifunderftood. Let not fufpicion view it as a political combi- 
nation ‘The kingdom of Chrift, that kingdom which we have 
united to promote, is not of this world. We moft folemnly dif. 
claim all intention of aflociating for any political or party-pur- 
pofes whatever. Neither let it be interpreted as a confpiracy 
againft the outward diftin¢tions that prevail eee 5 us. With 
equal folemnity we ditclaim all intention of interfering directly 
or indireétly, with the internal arrangements or other peculiarities 
of any Chriftian denomination. The only end of our affociation 
is that which, in finglenefs of heart, we have publicly avowed, 
the promulgation of the gofpel of our Lord Jefus Chritt. To 
this, all wholove him will fay, notwithftanding their imaller 
differences, God fpeed! Under fo pleafing an impreffion, breth- 
ren, we commit ourfelves and our undertaking to God and to 
you. Without the arrogance of dictating, we beg leave to re- 
commend the immediate formation of fimilar focieties throughout 
the continent. Your own acquaintance with your local fitua- 
tien qualifies you to judge how large a diftrict each ought to in- 
clude. Let agreement in the great doctrines of grace be the 
bafis of allociation. While this will be a principle of energy in 
each fociety, it will be a ftrong tic of connection to the whole; 
and will enable them to concert and to conduct a plan of harmo- 
nious and efficient co-operation. The hearty concurrence of 


Chriftians of different denominations in a fcheme fo intereftiag 
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to them all, will be a token for good, that the Lorn is about to 
build up Zion, and to appear in his glory. Amen. Evenfo: 
came Lorn Jesus ! 








Soon after the above Conftitution and Addrefs were publifh- 
ed, the attention of many Chriitians in different parts of the 
United States, was roufed to the important object contemplated 
by the Mifhonary Society—-Many communicated their anproba- 
tion to the plan, and fome diftant churches fent forward liberal 
contributions for its fupportand execution. 

The next annual meeting of the fociety took place Nov. 7th; 
1797. ‘his meeting was general, and folemn. Inthe evens 
ing of that day, the fociety adjour ned to the Old Prefbyterian 
Church, in Wall-Street, where a fermon fuited to the occafion 
was delivered by the the Rev. Mr. Mafon, of the Scots Prefby- 
terian Church, in Cedar- Street. This fermon has been finee 
publifhed. There has feldom been feen in the city of News 
York a more crouded, attentive, and ferious auditory, than that 
which attended its delivery.— [he collection made after fermon, 
was large, and did great honor to the liberality of the citizens of 
New-Y ork. 

What was done by this important and laudable affociation, be- 
tween the time of its firit inftitution, and the annual meetin 
ian Nov. 1797, will appear by the following report of the oa 
of Direétors, which was then made, viz. 

AFTER the organization of the Society, the firft care of the 
Directors was to aim at laying a broad and folid bafis of future 
operations. ‘The frontier of the flates, and the Indian country, 
exhibiting an extenfive field of Miflionary efforts, required great 
attention, while they prefented conficerable difficulty. hata 
plan of Miffions might be devifed with judgment, and executed 
with fuccefs, it was neceflary to obtain correét information of 
both. A committee of inquiry was accordingly appointed for 
each of thefe purpofes, and directed to prepare their reports as 
{pcedily as the nature of their bufinefs would admit. No printed 
documents fupplying them with fufficient materials, they were 
obliged to to have recourfe to individuals fcattered throug =hout the 
country, and many ofthem difficult of accefs. From thefe and 
other impedime nts, the committees have not yet been able 
to accomplifh their ‘object. 

A correfpondence has alfo been opened with the leading Mif- 
fionary Societies in Britain ; but no communications from them 
have hitherto been received. 

An inftitution fo novel in this country, and fo much beyond 
the ordinary habits of religious enterprize as the prefent Miflion- 
ary Society, could hardly expect to enjoy immediate and univer- 
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{al {upport. Yet it is not without peculiar fatisfaction, that the 
Directors find, that in proportion as it is underftood, it recom- 
mends itfelf to the approbation and affection of Chriftians of 
different denominations. Refpectable additions have been made 
to the number of members ; and both congregations and indivi- 
duals have evinced their anxiety for its profperity, by liberal and 
unfolicited donations to its treatury. ‘ ‘The funds amount, at pre- 
fent, exclufive of ali charges, to nearly one thoufand dollars ; 
which, though a fmall fum for any weighty undertaking, deferves 
to be viewed as an encouraging commencement. 

The directors have thought themfelves Warranted, even by 
exifting circumftances and profpects, to appoint a committee to 
prepare, at their leifure, a fet of inftructions for Mitiionaries, 
and to look out for perfons proper to be employed in the fervice 
of the fociety. “They are not without pleating hopes, that the 
head of the church will raife up, from time to time, cadidates 
endowed with a Miffionary fpirit, who will glow with zeal for 
the falvation of the heathen, and count it a diftinguifhed hon- 
our to carry among them the fweet favour of his name. 

Inquiry has already been addrefled to them, to afcertain whe- 
ther it comes within the defign of the Society to educate pious 
and promifing yout’: exprefsly for miffionary labours. No of- 
fice would be more gratifying to them, as they are perfuaded 
that nothing can be more congenial to the end of the Society, 
nor to the wifhes of its members, 

The Direétors feel a peculiar fatisfaction in obferving that 
the Miffionary principle is not confined to their own aflociation. 
It hath penetrated to the diftant parts of the ftate, and produced 
fome months fince, another Society, founded on the fame doc- 
trines, devoted to the fame objects, and defirous of co-operating 
in the fame plan, by the ftyle of “ The Northern Miffiionary 
Society in the State of New-York.” Articles of union, between 
that inftitution and the New- Y ork Miflionary Society, have been 
propofed, and acceeded to by the Directors, and will be laid be- 
fore the Society ‘or final ratification. “They cannot but indulge 
the confoliag thought, that the Spirit of the Highett hath begua 
the good work, and that he will carry it on till his people 
throughout thefe {tates fhall combine their counfels, and confoli- 
date their {trength, in one grand and triumphant exertion to in- 
troduce his Gofp.! into the “ dark places of the earth, which are 
yet full of the habitations of cruelty.” 

It is to them a {pring of no common elevation to learn, that 
the zeal for Miffions in the ifland ot Great Britain, which firlt 
fuggetted the idea of Mithonary Societies here, is fo far from 
declining, that it gathers vigour with its age. Optom, only 
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ferves to cement its friends, and oppofition to call forth its ener 
gies. And the probability, in which every gracious heart mug 
rejoice, is, that at this moment Chrift crucified is preached amon 
the Pagans in the iflands of the Pacific Ocean. Befides which, 
an evangelical Miffion is projected, and before now, per 
executed, into the interior of Africa. “The Lord blefs them, and 
keep them! Grant Chriftians here to emulate, and even fur. 
pais their apoftolic example ; and crown every embafly to the 
Gentiles with greater and greater fuccefs, till the whole earth be 
filled with his glory ! 

Joun M. Mason, See’ry, 
New-York, Nov. 6, 1797. 


In their proceedings on the above report, the Socicty refolv. 
ed, That the education of proper perfons to be fent out as Mit. 
fionaries comes within their defign : and it will, no doubt, re. 
ceive their particular attention as foon as their funds will per. 
mit. 

The fociety alfo agreed upon articles of union, and principles 
of co-operation, with the Northern Miffionary Society in the 
State of New-York, to take effect whenever they thall be rath 
fied by faid Society. 


The objects contemplated by the Society involving heavy ex- | 


pences, and requiring the united exertions of its friends, it was 
judged neceflary to folicit, from all the congregations through- 
out the country, with which it has any connection, annual col- 
lections for its funds. Little can be done in pecuniary efforts, 
unlefs thofe who long fur the profperity of Zion fhall give their 
cheerful and perfevering aid; and from fuch aid, with the blef- 
fing of Zion’s King, the happieft fuccefS may be rationally an- 
ticipated. | 

The fociety having agreed that two fermons fhal]l be preach- 
ed at their next annual meeting, the Rev. Dr. LivinGston, 
and the Rev. Dr. M’Knicut, were appointed to preach them: 
the former in the Scots Prefbyterian Church, en the evening of 
the firft day of their meeting ; and the latter in the North Dutch 
Church, on the evening following. 

‘The Society having tranfacted their bufinefs, with the harmo- 
ny and affection of Chriitian brethren, and filled with pleaf- 
ihg hope, that their labours fhall not be in vain in the Lord, 
adjourned till the firft ‘Muefday of November, 1798. | 

Since the iaft report of the Direétors, they have made confi- 
derable progrefs in preparing to execute the objects of the 
Society. “‘IUhey have not yet, indeed, been able to fend out any 
Miffionaries ; but feveral perfons have applied to be thus em- 
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ployed, whofe application is ftill under confideration, and’ it is 
__ hoped, that in a little while, the fociety will have a number of 
zealous evangelifts, proclaiming the good news of “ glory te 
God in the higheft, peace on earth, and good will toward men,”, 
in the remoteit corners of the weftern wildernefs. } 
The committee appointed to obtain information refpecting the 
Indian country, and te draw up a plan of miffions among the 
Indian tribes, have made a partial report. It feems to be the 
general fenfe of the directors, and of the fociety, that their firft 
efforts fhould be directed to the favages, and probably their at- 
tempts will begin with fome of the fouthern or fouth-weftern 
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Tribes. 
| Soon after the laft annual meeting, it was propofed in the 
, board of Dire€tors, to fet on foot monthly meetings for prayer, 
. in the feveral churches in the city, whofe minifters were con- 





; nected with the fociety, to implore the divine bleffing on the in- 
‘ ftitution, and its efforts to fpread the gofpel, and to pray for the 
\ revival of religion generally in our land, end throughout the 
S world. ‘Thefe meetings commenced | in the laft fpring, 
: and have been regularly attended on, ever fince, with great fo- 
lemnity and attention. _ The exercifes confift of prayer, praife, 
and a fhort difcourfe on fome fubje& relating to the profperity 
of the Redeemer’s Kingdom—the out-pouring of the Spirit on 
the Churches—and the duty of praying without ceafing for thefe 
bleffings. Ithas given unfeigned pleafure to the liberal, to fee 
chriftians of different denomination’ meeting in each others 
churches, and worfhipping together in the moft fraternal and 
affectionate manner. The bigotries of denomination feem to be 

; daily yielding to the benevolent fpirit of the gofpel. ; 
‘he funds of the New-York Miffionary Seciety amount, at 
prefent, to near 2000 dollars, and there is a profpeét of confider- 
able addition to this fum. Donations will be thankfully receiv- 


| ed by any of the following gentlemen, who are Directors for 
. the current year, viz. 
j Jann Roncers, D. D. Prefident. 


WitttraM Linn, D. D. Vice-Prefident. 
Mr. Divie Betutne, Treafurer. 
Rev. Jonn M. Mason, Secretary. 
Rev. Joun N. ABEEL, Clerk. 





joun M*‘Knicnr, D. D. Peter WILSON, Efq. 

: BENJAMIN Foster, D. D. THomMAs Storm, Efq, 

. ‘Rev. Gerarpus A. Kuypers, Joun Broome, Efq. 
Rev. SAMUEL MILLER, Mr. Georce Linpsay, 


LEONARD BLEECKER, - Mr. Grorct WARNER, 
‘THomAs Mackanness, Efq. Mr. Joun Binctam, 
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NHE following thoughts were . fuggefted by “ Remarks on 
BR. Hopkins’ enquiry inte the nature of true holine/s.” See 
Theologica! Magazine vol. 2. page 135. 

Thofe remarks, though they breathe the fpirit of piety and de. 
votion, and, though they have pointed out fame blemithes in the 
performance upon which they were made, have, in one refpe& at 
leaft, a tendeacy that seems unfriendly to the fpirit of chrittianity, 
They are calculated to difcourage critical enquiry into the nature 
of true holinefs. (B.) 

Lam obliged to differ, fo far from this writer, as to believe 
we caunot be too careful, nor too critical, in our enquiries on 
this fubject. “That Dr. Hopkins is right in every thing, I will 
not fay, Errare ef bumanum. But that he is right, in attemp- 
ting to invettigate and illuftrate this {ubject, 1 cannot but be 
confident. 

It mutt indeed, be acknowledged, that if we {peculate on this 
or any other divine fubject for mere amufement, or to diftinguifh 
ourlelves by a difplay of our abilities, - we debafe the fubject, and 
act an unworthy part: and it ought not to be denied that we 
are prone todo io. ‘The fame kind of gratification may be de- 
rived from fpeculations of this fort, as from mathematical and 
philofophical ftudies. Curiofity may prompt inquiry, and re- 
ceive pleafure from inveftigation.  [t is further very fuppofable, 
that thefe ftudies fometimes become a felf-righteoufnels. They 
may cherifh pride, and render the mind more infenfible than be- 
fore, to the iorce of divine truth. In fhort, we may idolize 
fuch fpeculations, and thereby increafe fpiritual pride, and ftu- 
pidity. When this ts the cafe, it is to be deeply lamentéd. Such 
ipeculatrons fal direétly under the cenfure contained in Rom. ii. 
17—23. Yet, itdoth not follow fiom all this, that the moft 
critical {fpeculation cannot be highly ufeful to the enquirer him- 
felf ; nor that they are neceflarily ufelefs to others. The writer 
of the remarks feems to be difgufted with Dr. Hopkins’ meta- 
phyfical, or critical mode of enquiring into the nature of holinefs, 
not fo much becaufe it 1s critical, as becaufe the refult of it is, 
that fimple benevolence is the fum tetal of all holinefs: and 
yet he acknowledges that he fees, or at leaft thinks he fees, 
fimple benevolence in God, to be equivalent to wifdom, truth, 
holinefS, and even avenging juftice ; and fimple benevolence in 
man, to be repentance, faith, fear of God, love of God, love 
ot the brethren, compafiion to finners, patience, temperance, fin- 
cerity, fortitude, &c. From this it appears that his objection 
to the refult itfelf does not arife from its fuppofed falfhood. It 
lies as he himfelf intimates, againft its utility... But if fimple be- 
nevolence be the fame with all the graces and virtues, an accu- 
rate Knowledge of it is equally important, as an accurate know- 
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jedge of them ; and I am fure this writer will not fay, the know- 
ledge of the virtues in men, and of the moral attributes of God 
are unimportant ! 

Is it of importance that we fhould be able to afcertain the 
moral quality of our conduct? By what other means can we 
difeover whether the promifes of the gofpel are made to us ? If 
} underftand the {criptures, and know my character to be of that 
fort, to which the promifes are made, 1 may be affured that I 
am a Chriftian: but if I know not whether my character be fuch, 
I mutt, at leaft, hold it uncertain whether I am an heir to heaven 
or achild of wrath. If 1 am indeed a Chriftian, the knowledge 
that | am fuch, muft be an object of ardent defire ; but 1 fhall 
defire in vain, unlefs I clearly difcern that in myfelf in which 
true virtue confifts. If Iam nota Chriftian, it is furely defi- 
rable that [ fhould know and realize it, fince otherwife, [ fhail not 
criminate myfelf where lam blame worthy ; and | may deceive 
mytelf fo far.as even to reckon my tranfgreffions for virtues, or 
acts of duty. In either cafe, [ fhall ftand clad in fuch an armour ot 
falfe confidence, as will effectually refift and turn afide every ar- 
row of conviction. It is certainly a very defirable thing, that 
Chriftians fhould devote themfelves to the fervice of God and: 
their generation, without that fear and diftraction which are un- 
avoidable confequences of a ftate of doubt whether they are 
fuch or not; and, perhaps it is no lefs important, that the unre- 
generate fhould be fully apprifed of their finfulnefs and danger, 
that they may not trifle away the precious feafon of probation, be- 
lieving themtelves to be walking in Chrift, the only way of fafe- 
ty and life, till atleneth, they go down to the grave with a lie 
in their right hand. ‘here are but two ways of knowing our- 
felves to be Chriftians, one is, by an immediate declaration 
from God, that we are fuch, which is not to be expected; 
and the other, by difcovering in our own hearts the dittin- 
guilhing character of chriftians ; which is no other than true 
holinefs. But to know whether we poffefs that character, we 
muft firft know the character ittlf. Is this too metaphyfical 
for common readers? [If it be, dreadful indeed is the condition 
of the human underftanding. 

It is their holinefs a/ane, that diftineuifhes the chriflian era- 
ces, from their numerous counterfeits. But how fhail we difcern 
between the true and the falfe, unlefs we diftinctly perceive that 
circumftance ia wich they differ ? 

Although the Remarker thinks he can fee, by the help of 
his metaphy/icat /pectacies, all the moral attributes of God, and 
all the graces of the chriftian, in fimple benevolence, yet he is 
confident, that this will never be generally received by mankind. 
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Sn what then will mankind fe thefe attributes or thefe craces 3 
If they fee not that, in which alone their holinefs confifts, how 
can they fo diftinguifh them, even in themfelves, as to fay, this 
is holy ! 
But why muft this fubject always remain hidden from the bulk 
of mankind? Let us fuppofe that all virtue confifts in an ate 
tachment of heart to the felicity of others ; fuch an attach 
as implies pleafure in their pleafure, and the higheft felicity i 
their higheft and moft general felicity. Now, what Js there uns 
intelligible in this ? - We all experience pleafure in fome object 
or other ; and when that objeét is abfent, we think with plea- 
fure, on the additional pleafure it would afford us, if it were pre- 
fent. This puts us upon feeking to obtain it. Now let our 
hearts be fuch as rejoice in the reality, infinity, independence, 
and eternity of the divine bleffednefs ; and being convinced of 
the reality of this bleffednefs, we fhall experimentally know 
what is meant by joy in God. ‘ If our hearts were fuch as would 
rejoice with joy unfpeakable, in the higheft felicity of the world 
ot created intelligences, and if we faw at the fame time the prefent 
imperfection of this felicity,’ and the pofhibility of its being in- 
creafed by our exertions, we fhould be ready for every word and 
work, that would favour fuch an increafe ; and if we were te 
fuppofe ourfelves fenfible that we being of yefterday, know no- 
thing, we fhould joyfully receive the unerring commands of 
God, for the rule of our conduct, in purfuit of the object of our 
hearts. Such a fpirit as this, would operate in all thofe various 
ways, and toward all the various objects, ‘which give name to 
the feveral Chriftian’ graces. ' Now, is their any thing in all 
this, half fo unintelligible, abftrufe, or fine fpun, as there is in 
many things which are taught in common {fchools, to children 
of ten years old? ‘This queftion, however, is propofed with re« 
{pect to thofe only who have not yet formed any particular habits 
of thinking on religious fubjects.' Habits of thinking have an 
almoft inconceivable influence.’ And, in this view, it is not 
any caufe of wonder, that this mode’ of thinking fhould -feem ab- 
ftrufe and difficult to thofe who, for a long courfe of years, have 
habituated themfelves to contemplate divine fubjects in a differ- 
ent manner, or in a different light. A mere change of names 
is apt to difturb thofe who have been long ufed to apply them in 
a different manner. The very word idea in Mr. Locke’s wri- 
tings, gave great offence to fome of his learned cotemporaries. 
And I freely own that I can fee but one reafon for the introduc- 
tion of the terms fimple holinefs, or for the arrangement of all 
the graces under it, as fo many fpecies or individuals under a 
common genus, except it be done tor the fake of placing the whole 
in 
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jna more diftinct and eafy light. The arrangement of other 
objects into general clafles, and denominating them from a com- 
mon nature, has certainly, a very happy effect in rendering our 
conceptions of them, and our communications about them much 
inore eafy, definite, andintelligible. It fhould feem ftrange, there- 
fore, if treating divine fubjects in the fame manner, fhould ren- 
der them lefs intelligible, more indefinite, and abftrufe. 

' Upon the whole, I cannot but think it is of real importance 
that we fhould habituate ourfelves to think fyftematically on di- 
vine fubjeéts in general, and particularly refpecting-the nature of 
holinefs ;—that we fhould think of it as ene fimple thing, how- 
ever it may put on different forms and appearances, when exer- 
ting itfelf either in the different moral attributes of God, or in 
the various graces of the Chriftian. 

Upon fecond thought, I cannot fatisfy myfelf without fome 
further attention to the remarks on Dr. Hopkins’ inquiry con- 
cerning holinefs. ‘The nature of haiine/s, is a phrafe in every 
mouth. ‘This is to fpeak of it as one simple object, having but 
ene nature. Yet there are many who, while they are ready to 
acknowledge, ‘that no one of the Chriftian graces poflefles any 
moral value or excellence further than it is of an holy nature, ob- 
ject to the fmplicity of holinefs. Thus they feem to fuppefe 
that fvith has one holy nature, and repentance another. It muft 
be on this account that they object to the fimplicity of holinefs ; 
for if they believed the holinefs of faith, to be the fame with the 
holinefs of repentance, and the other Chriftian graces they cauld 
with no propriety object to the unity and fimplicity of holinefs it- 
felf.' In-the different Chriftian graces, although the holinefs of 
all is the fame, yet as they have different objects, different affec- 
tions are brought into exercife. ‘[hefe vary according to the 
different objects, and the different light in which they are viewed, 
but thefe aftections are denominated holy, merely becaufe they 
are fuppofed to be under the influence and controul of holiness. 
They are the body, while holinefs is the ruling foul. If the 
fubject be confidered in this manner, we eafily fee the propriety 
of fpeaking of the nature and not of the natures of holinefs ; 
but if we deny the fimplicity ef the thing, we fhould lay afide 
the word nature in the fingular, and ufe the plural. Each of 
the virtues, and graces of Chriftianity, is amiable and excellent 
on the fame fingle account, becaufe they are friendly to God and 
we creatures; and the friendfhip they involve, is their holi- 
nels. | 

The venerable writer of the remarks under confideration, 
mentions with regret, that “Infidels and Socinians have made 


their advantage ot the philofophical notion of fimnplicity, and fo 
hav: 
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have explained away the fcriptural language, of the juftice, wrath 
and vengeance of God, &c.” On this I would remark that if 
the explanation of Infidels and focinians be properly made—if the 
fimpli city of holinefS be inconfiftent with the language of ferip. 
ture, one of two things muft be done. We muft either re- 
nounce the fimplicity of holinets, or relinquifh the language of 
ic ripture. This venerable writer cannot do the firft, becaule he 
perceives the fimplicity of holinefs ; and if the explanations men- 
tioned be but a perverfion of the truth, he aeced not do the laft. 
‘This writer, probably a minifter of Jefus Chrift, fecs the {rmpli- 
city of holinet’, but he dare not fpeak it out becanfe Infidels and 
Socinians make their advantage of it. lam _ perfuaded he will 
1ot repeat this fentiment. If the truth will warrant this advan- 
tage, let Chriftians as well asinfidels avail themfelves of it. Tf 
it will not, fhall Chriitians hide themfelves and their conviction 
behind ambiguity and referve, as the beit defence againit infi- 
delity It has always been the om uwacter of Chriftian:ty that it 
courts the light of noonday. It claims indeed, to rife in many 
inftances above reafon, but denies that it ever contradicts reafon. 
It is ever ready to fay, “ come let us reafen together.” It wrefts 
out of the hands of infidels, the advantage they are iuppofed to 
have drawn fromit. It fays“ J am not that heartlefS thing which 
cannot endure to fee deferved punifhment infliéted. I can and 
J will inflict fuch punifhment whenever it will be productive of 
additional felicity in the univerfe ; and when I do fo, I take to 
myielf the awful name Divine vengeance. Tam not that falfely 
compafhonate thing which relieves the prefent diitrefles of indi+ 
viduals at the expente of an higher and more general good, be- 
caufe it is diftant. When I do good to individuals, i regard 
pee as parts of the whole, a and do them GOK od in order te in- 
afe the general mals of enjoyment. When communicating 

in ndividual happinefs to thofe who unite with me in the purfuit of 
that which ts general, I call myfelf bounty. When I confer it 


on the 7 niferabie, my title is mercy. WhenlI bles the +// d-/er- 
Tres, I am denomina ted » race. When contem)" tine thote who 
oppole me, [ am « rere When pronouncing fentence on them, 
iam juice, and when executing that fentence, venceance. Such 


is the account which limple benevolence feems te give of its Va- 
mous names. tn a good parent, it is as truly love that applies 


the rod of correction, as that foothes and carefies; but the ‘child 
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gives 1 differcit names. The one he cal!s femderne/s the ether 
aGQyuter. 


We hear not unfrequently, of fomethinz too lke controveriy 
and cont acictvion between the mercy and the jultice ot God. 
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is HE divided again‘ himfelf ? I do not believe the Remarker ad- 
mits fuch a fentiment, yet I fear eft his manner of treating the 
fubjeét of holinefs, has a tendency to excite it. If it be true, 
both of the moral attributes of God, and graces of the Chriftian, 
that they differ in nothing but as their objects differ, then to 
fst any one of thefe attributes and graces at variance with fimple 
bolinefs, is to fet them at variance among themfelves. 

Many exerciles of mind which, at firft view, feem to be very 
fimple, will on clofer infpection, be found to involve a confider-. 
able variety. Thus in repentance, as it is exercifed by creatures 
who are but imperfectly fanétified, there is a great variety both 
of views and a#ections. We think on God—Chrift, ourfelves, 
paft fin, its afpect on God, on his kingdom, on ourfelves in time 
and eternity,—of the motives which lay before us, both to fin and 
to avoid fianing, and many others. And our affections are hard- 
ly leis complex. Hatred of fin, loathing of ourfelves, fearing 
God, fhame, pleafure, and pain, partial hope, or defpondency, a 
with to live better in future, hope that we fhall fo live—refolves 
to live better—fears left we fhall not—fome fort of dependence 
on God and diftruft of ourfelves, are among them. Now itis 
vf no {mall importance for us to diftinguifh which among thefe 
connected views and affections, are hol , and which not; fince, 
however clear our views, or ardent our affections, if they are 
not holy, they are not chriftian. This however cannot be done 
unlefs we have fome definite notion of holinefs. If among all 
this variety of views and affections we can diftinguifh any thing 
holy, we may account it chriftian, and fhall confider every 
thing elfe contained in the complete exercife, at beft, as cir- 
cumftantial attendants on it. But, if we have no definite idea of 
holinets, we fhall be apt to contemplate the whole complex exer- 
cife in grofs, and in this way, either reject the whole as unholy, 
or elfe deceive ourfelves, by taking every part of it for holy, and 
and we fhall be liable of courfe to make a falfe eftimate of our 
own characters, duty and condition. 

Upon the whole, it feems to me very clear, that the eafieft 
mode of diftinguifhing accurately the moral quality of our ex- 
ercifes, is by carefully defining in our own minds, the fimple 
characteriftic of holinefs. 

[ feel myfelf impelled to advert once more to the remarks on 
Dr. Hopkins’ inquiry into the nature of true holinefs. 

_ Since it appears as I hope it does, from the foregoing reflec- 

tions, that to regard holinefs as a fimple thing, is both the eafi- 

eft and moft interefting mode of contemplating it, how can it 
be accounted for, that this mode fhould be fo generally rejeéted ? 
3 iy 
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It is natural for a perfon under trial for fome crime, to draw 
into his defence every circumftance that tends to exculpate him! 
and it is equally natural for finful man, confcious that he has of- 
fended Godand thathe is amenable at his bar, te draw as many of 
hisexercifes as poffible, into the lift of his virtucs,and to {well each 
to its utmoft fize. This remark is applicable to any man however 
eminent for piety, if he be ftill a finner. Warm affections, ifthey 
have almott any fort of religious direétion, ftand all of them candi- 
dates for a place in the catalogue of virtues, for there is in allo 
them, at leaft a femblance of virtue. ‘This propenfity in manj 
is {trongly counteracted by the fimplicity of holinefs. How finall 
w quantity of holinefs will be found in any one complex exercife, 
if the doctrine of the fimplicity of holinefs be admitted. Th 
examined, a thing of great fhow may be reduced to ari atom, or 
perhaps appear to be mere fhow. The Pharifees of our Sa- 
viour’s time, appeared to men, and even to themfelves to be 
really righteous. There lives {cemed “to be filled up with duty. 
However foul their principles of action were, their actions them- 
felves, were generally fuch, as would under the fame circum{tances} 
flow from an honeft heart. As they were they could fay, (and 
they believed what they faid,) that they. lived in all good con- 
fcience toward God, and they could confidently fay to the moft 
high God, | thank thee that I am not like other men. Now if 
all their virtues and religious affections had been brought to the 
teft of fimple holinefs, and had all been rejected that could not 
bear that tett, fhould we not find abundant occafion to juttify all 
the hard things which were faid to them by Chrift ? Had their 
religion been brought to this trial, they would have loft it all, and 
with it all their hopes, and all their pious and agreeable feelings. 
And had they antecedently to their religious career, acquired 
juft notions of fimple holinefs, they would, probably, never have 
deceived themfelves into the belief that they were religious, un- 
lefs they had been {0 prepofterous as to make a religion of their 
{peculations. Although their religion was fe perfectly deftitute 
of goodnefs, how loth were they to renounce it, or even to have 
it fufpeéted. In this refpect they ferve as a good fample of human 
nature, for there is fcarce any thing that gives a deeper wound 
to the feelings of a religious man, than for his religion to be 
doubted, with any degree of plaufibility. All this tends to thew 
that mankind have a ftrong propenfity to reckon as much into 
the account of their religion, as they ¢an. Ifthen they would 
be deprived of the pleafing, though celufive belief of their gaod- 
nefs by an admiffion, and application of the fimplicity of holinefS 
it is not to be wondered at that fo many reject the idea. 
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Another reafon ef this rejection probably i$ the labour it cofts 

to obtaiti a clear view of the fubjeét in this Jight. For it muft 
be confefled, that although it is much eafier to compare, exam= 
ine, and eftimate mora] exercifes, after we have obtained a clear 
View of the fimplicity of holinefs than before, yet it cofts in this, 
as in other cafes, much labour to fyftematife our thoughts. Ta- 
king things in detail, and without reference.to their harmony, is 
the eafieft way to obtain fome dark and confufed notion of fub- 
jects in general, and of practical religion particularly; but this 
mode of management will never furnifh any elear and diftinét 
View. The love of eafe fo very natural to man, is therefore 
deeply interefted to reft fatisfied with fuch a mode of thinking as 
ftill leaves the fubject in a ftate of confufion. And this is favour- 
able to the propenfity of man beforementioned, to draw all he 
can into the mafs of his religion, fince it is much. éafier to mif- 
take drofs for gold in the dark, than in 4 clear light. *And it 
may be further obferved, that fince cuftom has fo generally ef- 
tablifhed a more fuperficial mode of thinking on religious fub- 
jects, Chriftian preachers and writers are led to give it moré 
countenance than they might otherwife have done for the fake 
of procuring a hearing from the public ; without which they 
could expect to do little or no good. Mean while their mode 
of expreffion ferves to ftrengthen the unhappy habits and preju- 
dices of their refpective difeiples§ 
_ [ think it not improbable that to the foregoing reafons, for the 
fact under confideration, may be added the manner in which the 
fubjéct of fimple holinefs has been treated by its advocates.— 
Altho’ as I believe, chriftians have ever aéted more or lefs upon 
the principle that holinefs is fimple, yet it has not beén much at- 
tended to in fpeculation till of late, and. therefore is int this re- 
fpect, in a fort, a new fubject, and new fubjeéts are feldom treat- 
ed in the cleareft manner. , There is, it muft be confefled, a de- 
gree of confufion and abftrufenefs in’ the common’ manner of 
treating this fubjeét ; and fuch a manner has fomething in it very 
forbidding, efpecially to the great body of readers, who feldom 
have either leifure, patience, or love of improvement enough te 
read the fecond time and with ¢are’ Having read the book once 
withour underftanding it, they confider it as unintelligible, and 
lay it afide a5 unworthy of a fecond reading. This manner, by ex- 
citing an averfion to the do€trine of the fimplicity of holinefs, 
ferves to ftrengthen one’s attatehment to a lax, and mere fami-' 
liar mode of curfory thinking? 2 Pa . 

Another thing worthy to be mentron=d as a reafon why the 
fcheme of fimplicity is not embraced, is, that it gives far lefs 
fcope tu the imagination than the oppofite one, which as it makes 
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a different ettimate ofexternal doings, and animal affeAtions Fives 
religion itfelf an air of fome thing more like an object of bodily 
lenfation. : 

If thei obfervations be juft, the advocates for the fimplicity 
of holinefs, have to contend againft the ftrong current of the 
human heart. ‘They have to roufe the mind, naturally in love 
with eafe into action, and fuch actien as in a great meafure pre- 
cludes the play of fancy and imagination. They have to contend a- 
gaintt a ftrong propeniity in human nature, to accumulate for itfelf 
arighteoufneis to delight in, if not to be juftified by. They have 
alfo to contend with the difficulty of communicating their ideas 
by words, on a ftrange fubject. 

‘The middle way is generally fuppofed to be the moft fafe. Iz 
medio tutifimus ibis. {t is true that in many things there are dan- 
eerous extremes, and perhaps egual/y dangerous, for it is of little 
momemt whether the veflel be dafhed to pieces on Scilla or on 
Caribdis. Yet we need not fear any extreme either in truth oy 
virtue. “The Remarkers both on Dr Hopkins’ enquiry, and on 
the Theological Magazine, tee, page 140, Vol. 2. are affraid of 
extremes. I cannot, however, feel any real force in the maxim, 
“ Extremes are dangerous,” when adduced as an objection to 
the truth of any general fyftem, or of any particular propofition ; 
every propofition, and confequently every icheme, if underftood 
in the fame fenfe, is either true or falfe. Between truth and 
falfehood there is no medium, nor can there be any reafon to re- 
linquith truth in queft of amedium between them. ‘This doc- 
trine is equally applicable to morals. Every action, and every 
affection, is either virtuous or vicious, finful or holy, or in- 
different, neither finful nor holy. Now what is intended by 
a medium in morals? Is it formed out of thofe affections or 
actions, which being neither holy nor finful, feem to hold the 
middle place between thofe which are? ‘This cannot be intend- 
ed; for who would recommend an action in religion, becaufe it 
is equally diftitute of holinefs and fin? We cannot fuppofe that 
a medium in fin is recommended. It remains therefore, that it 
mu{t mean a medium between the extremes of holinefS or virtue; 
and yet I cannot believe, that any man would recommend te ano- 
ther toceafe his progrefs as foon as he has arrived at a medium 


in virtue. 
Is not this the meaning, that we fhould adopt a medium 


among the parties contending about thefe fubjects? Mr. Hervy, 
for initance, is on one extreme, and Dr. Withers, and Mr. 
Hume on the -other. Between thefe we may fuppofe Dr. 
Newton to hold the middle courfe. But although error be on 
both the extremes, it by no means follows that the medium be- 


tween them is right. It may indesd be fo, but that it is, is not, 


caimiot be proved from its being the medium. As, 
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As every man, howeyer he may be placed on the face of the 
earth, feems to himfelf to be at the centre of the horizon, fo in 
religion, every man feems to himfelf to be far removed from: the 
extremes. He thinks himfelf to have adopted the true medium. 
To fay therefore, that fuch a fcheme, or fuch a practice is on 
this extreme, and fuch another on that, and that mine is in the 
medium, carries with it no conviction to thofe who do not alrea- 
dy believe or practife as 1 do. ‘To thofe, however, who alrea- 
dy think with me, it adds confidence, becaufle they find in my 
€eclaration, an additional voice in favour of their awn tenets, or 
practice. And as mankind are extremely apt to follow the mul- 
titude, as well in their decifions as in their practice, it hasa 
tendency te encreafe the number of my partizans. 

In faying this hewever, I would not be underftood to fuggeft 
that thofe who advocate a medium, have this inview. I believe 
they have not. Convinced of the truth of their own opinions, 
and fatisfied of the reétitude of the conduct they inculcate, and 
feeling themfelves to be in the true mean, they defign to invite 
others to accede to their fyftems, and ftrengthen thofe who are 
already with them. But I prefume'no man believes that his be- 
ing in the medium in any of the fénfes beforementioned, affords 
even the flighteft prefumption that he is in the right, atid if fo, 
with what femblance of propriety can they objeto an opinion, 
or to a practice, becaufe it departs from their medium ! - 

Should two men of different opinions, each infift’ that he was 
in the medium, and the other in an extreme, by what argumént 
could the controverfy be brought toa decifion? From what 
principles could they reafon ? adic A. &, 








DIALOGUE Il. ON HOLY LOVE, 
(Continued from page 197.) 


Eufebius, HAVE embraced the firftt opportunity to hear 
what my fricnd Crito, has to fay to me object 
tion which IT made in the clofe of our late converfation, to your 
excluding all felf-love from holy-love, which you remember, 
was grounded on the command, © Thod fhalt love thy neigh- 
bour as thyje/f.” Is not felt-love here fuppofed to be right, and 
implicitly approved and even commanded? 
Grito. 1 have before obferved, that I have no difpofition to 
difpute about words. You and all others will gran= that felfith- 
nets 
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nefs, or a felfifh-Idve is not intended or implied in this command, 
which is all that I mean by felf-love. And I have defired you tq 
defcribe a felf-love of adifferent kind trom felfifhnefs, which is 
not included in univerfal difinterefted benevolence, and I now re- 
peat the requeft. I bekeve, if you attempt this, you will find it 
impoffible, and that you cannot form an idea in your own mind 
of any fuch kind of love. ~ 
~ Eufebius. 1 have been attempting this, and am convinced 
that if there be any fuch thing as a holy felf-love, of a different 
nature from difinterefted benevolence, it muft be an affection of 
the fame nature with felfifhnefs, differing from it only in circum- 
ftances, and in the degree of it, being under regulation and re- 
ftraints by a higher and more noble principle of difinterefted be- 
nevolence. | | 

Crit:. © According to this, felf-love, when by itielf and acting 
out its own naturé, is finful and fin itfelf; but when regula- 
ted and reftrained by fome good pririciple, while the nature of 
it is not changed, it becomes holy, and a neceflary part and in- 
gredient of true holinefs, ‘which is the fame with fin becoming 
holinefs by regulation and reftraint, without any change in the 
nature of it. At this every ferious mind will revolt, as moft 
abfurd and abfolutely impoffible. 
' tis true, that the rankeft poifon by being mixed and con- 
neéted with other ingredients of a different nature, may be made 
a falutary medicine to the human body. But this does not alter 
the nature of the poifon, it is ftill in itfelf as much poifon, and 
in the nature of it, tends to the deftruction of the life of the 
bedy, and would produce it were it not counteracted and ref- 
trained by things of an oppofite nature and tendency.. So felf- 
love in this {tate of human total depravity, is by various cir- 
cumftances and reftraints made the means of much good, or at 
leaft of preventing many evils ; while it does' produce al] the 
evils that are in the world, and without thofe cifcumftances and 
reftraints, would fill the world with nothing but evil. ‘There- 
jore when it is the mean of preventing any evil or promoting 
any degree of good, it is in itfelf of as evil a nature and tenden- 
dency, as if it were not thus regulated and reftrained, Can 
you call this holy-love ! : 

Eufebius. But how fhall we underftand this command? 
You have not yet told how all felf-love can be excluded in 
loving our neighbour as ourfelves. It appears to be neceflari- 
ly included, 

Crito. I fuppofe that by this time you are fenfible it doos 
not include a felf-love which is of the fame nature with felfith- 
nefs in wicked men. And I think Iam now prepared to fhew 
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you that loving our neighbour as ourfelves, is fo far from im- 
plying any thing which is of the nature of felfith affection, that 
it neceflarily implies the contrary, even difinterefted benevolence, 
when our own ‘perfon’s are the objects of it. 

Univerfal dif nterefted ‘benevolence wifhes and feeks the 
greateft good of uniyerfal being, capable of happinefs, confe- 
quently it is pleafed with and defires the greateft happinefs to 
every individual, fo far as is canfiftent with, and may promote 
the greateft poffible happinefs of the whole. This love there- 
fore neceffarily has as much regard to the perfon who exercifes it, 
and withes his happinefS according to his capacity, as really as 
he does that of his neighbour, according to his importance and 
capacity in the general fyitem of exiftence. This univerfal difin- 
amtied benevolence, muft include the happinefs of the perfon. 
- who exercifes it, elfe it would not be uriiverfal ; and by thus in- 
cluding the benevolent perfon, it is as really and as much difin- 
terefted, as when exercifed towards his neighbour, or any indi- 
vidual in the univerfe, This benevolence has but one common 
intereft. The greatef? goad of the whole, which includes the 
greateft good and happinefs of orey individual capable of hap- 
pinefs, of which number the benevolent perfon is one among the 
reft, and therefore he is as much the objeét of this benevolence, 
according to his capacity and importance in the general fyitem of 
exiftence, as are any individuals, his neighbours. To fay that 
this defire of the benevolent perfon’s happinefs, which is necef- 
farily included in univerfal difinterefted benevolence, is not dif. 
interefted benevolence is a direct contradiction, of which no man 
of common fenfe, one would think, can be guilty. To call it 
[elf-love, is a mifnomer, and an abufe of words, which tends to a 
mifconception, and to blend that which is of the nature of felfith- 
nefS with difinterefted benevolence, which is in nature directly 
contrary to felfifhnefs. 

It is certain that every degree of felf-love, which is contrary 
to difinterefted benevolence, and not included in it, is in the na- 
ture of it, partiality in favour of felf, and therefore is wholly in- 
confiftent with loving our neighbour as ourfelves. Confequent- 
ly the latter counteracts and deftroys the former. And ne one 
can be perfect in that benevolent love, in which holinefs con- 
fifts, till that which is properly called felf-love is wholiy banifh- 
ed from his heart. We therefore go on fure ground in exclu- 
ding all felf-love, and every thing that partakes of the nature of 
felfifhefs, from that holy benevolence with which we love our 
neighbour as ourfelves, for the following reafons which have 
been fuggefted in our attention to this fubject. 

I. There 
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I. There is no need of any affection but univerfal difinterefted 
iq benevolent love, in order to love our neighbour as ourfelves, as 
this love is a difinterefted regard to the happinefS of every indivi- 
dual, which neceflarily includes the fame love to the benevolent 
perfon himfelf which he exercifeth to his neighbour, as it would 
not be univerfal benevolence if it did not do this. Why then 
fhould any attempt to introduce any other kind ef love when this 
anfwers to the command exactly? Efpecially beeaufe, 
II. Self-love, or any thing of the nature of felfifhnefs, is dire&- 
ly oppofed to this command, as it renders the mind partial in fa- 
. vour of felf, and under the influence of this, it is impoffible for 
one to love his neighbour as himfelf. Therefore fo far as this 
command is obeyed, felf-love is counteracted and mortified. . 
[1]. Iris contrary to fcripture to fuppofe that there is any de- 
eree of felf-love, or of the nature of felffhnefs, exercifed or re- 
quired in loving eur neighbour as eurfelves. “This appears 
from what has been obferved already. “The love in which chrif- 
tianity confilts, /2efeth not ber own. Itis not faid, fecketh not 
her own altogether, or more than the good of others, but feek- 
eth not herown, ne, not in the leaft degree. That love mutt 
therefore be of a contrary nature to this holy love, that 
feeketh her own, which is the nature of felf-love, in every the leaft 
exercife of it. Jefus Chriit had no felf-love, ‘which is ttrong- 
ly exprefied in thefe words, “ He pleafed not himfelf.” fa 
imitation of him, St. Paui foughtnothis own profit. And the apof- 
tle James fays, heavenly love has no partiality which is contrary 
to the nature of filf-love. Our Saviour teaches us that holy love 
will reach our enemies as the ebject of it, will wifh, and do them 
all the good it can, which is direétly contrary to feli-love. He 
faid, that to love men becaufe they love us, which is holy felf-love, 
if there be any fuch thing, is not a holy but a wicked love, which 
the greateft enemies to God and holinefs do exercife. He alfo 
declared that no man could follow him without denying himfelf, 
which is the fame with mortifying and renouncing felf-love. 
What more can be faid or done in oppofition to fel!-love than 
Chrift has done and faid ! Let none of his profeifed friends then 
plead for this BAAL, or imagine that itis required or encourage- 
vd in any inftance in the Bible. . 
| Eujeoius. 1 perceive that you fuppofe the molt difinterefted 
love dees defire the happinefs of the perfon exercifing it, as well 
as the happinefs of others, which fume have tho’t was excluded 
by thof who plead fo much for difinterefted benevolence. And 
i think 1 begin to underftand the matter, as you have ftated it, 
and that the moft ditinterefted benevolence does neceflaril yfuppofe 
and include a proper regard for our own greateft happinefs, 
even though all felf love be excluded. But ftill fome things 
have not been broughe into view, which | with to have 
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confidered, viz. What meafure or degree of regard we ought fo 
have for eur own perfonal good, compared with the love wa 

have to our neighbour, or of the general good; and whether thi 

difinterefted love will relinquifh and be willing to part with the 
whole, or any part of our perfonal happinefs, when it is incon+ 
fiftent with the good of others, or the greateft good of the whole. 
Some have carried matters fo far on thefe heads, as to give of- 
fence to many religious people, and I have been one among them. 
They fay every individual muft be willing to relinquifh the whole 
of his own intereft and happinefs, for the take ef the greater hap- 
pinefs of others, or the greateft good of the whole. I cannot go 
along with them. This appears to meimpoflible, and if it were 
a I cannot think it to be required, or implied in any ho- 
y love, : 

Critc. I have no objection to acareful and clofe attention to 
what you have now brought into view. But with not to take 
one itep, or advocate any fentiment which is not evidently agree- 
able to {cripture, and the moft plain reafoning from it ; é, that if 
any good people fhould be grieved or puzzelled by any thing 
that fhall be advanced, it may not be my fault. 

it has beena queftion, what is meant by loving our neigh- 
bour as ourfelves? Whether we are to love him juft as much 
as we do ourfelves, and no more; or whether it means that we 
mutt love him with the fame kind of love with which we love 
ourlelves, and that in proportion to his capacity of happinefs, 
his character, and his worth and importance in fociety, and the 
fyitem of exiftence. I think the latter is certainly meant, and 
not the former. We are certainly to have a ftronger defire of 
the well being and happinefs of him who is of the greateft worth 
and importance in fociety; who is of the beft character, and has 
the greateft degree of benevolence, and does the moft goed in 
the fyltem with which he is connected. And difinterefted bene- 
velence will take more pleafure in his charaéter and happinefs, 
than in him who has much lefs capacity for happinefs, and is 
greatly inferior in benevolence, importance and ufefulnefs, or is 
of a contrary character. Difinterefted benevolence will love fuch 
a perfon more than himfelf, fo as to be willing to relinquifh his 
own intereft, for his fake, if neceflary for the continuance of his 
exiftence, ufefulnefs and happinels. 

All will allow I cenclude, that true love, will love God more 
than ourfelves, becaufe of his infinite importance and excellence, 
the fame love will value the exiftence, and happinefs of crea- 
tures in proportion to their degree of exiftence, capacity of hap- 
pinefS, excellence, and ufefulnefs; and will defire the conti- 


nuance of their exifteace and happinefs, more than our own, if 
we 
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‘we are of vaitly lefs importance, our exiftence, ufcfulnefs, and 
capacity of happincfs, being lefs than their’s. The truly benevolent 
perfon will value and defire the general happinefs of a large fo- 
ciety, more than his own perfonal intereft: And if his neighbour 
be of much mere importance to the happinefg,of fociety, has a 
greater capacity of happinefs, and aéts out difinterefted benevo- 
lence to 2 more eminent degree than himfelf; he will prefer him 
to himfelf, and exercife a higher and ftronger degree of love to 
him, than to himfelf. And if he did not; he would not love his 
neizhbour as himéelf: | 

It is agreeable to common fenfe, and the getieral fentiment and 
practice of mankind, that individuals ina fociety of men, ought 
to relinqtifh their own intereft and happincts in fome degree, at 
leaft, if this be neceflary to fave the whole fociety from ruin, or 
to promote 4 mich greater happinefs of the whole! And ifa 
man in fuch a cafe fhould refufe to give up any degree of his 
owri inteteft and enjoyment for the fake of the much greater 
public good, he would be ednfidered as one deftitute of benevo- 
lence:. And for the fame reafon that true benevolence will re- 
linquifh any part of perfonal happinefs; and fubmit to fuffer a 
great degtee of mifery, to fave the public from unfpeakably grea- 
ter evil, or to promote the much greater happinefs of the whole, 
it will give up ail his perfonal intereft and enjoyment, and fub- 
mit to every degfee of evil which he is capable of fuffering, 
when this is neceflary to fave the publi¢ from a proportionably 
greater degree of evil; or to procure a proportionably greater 
good and happine(s for the whole fociety: Nothing but felfith- 
nefs, and the want of a proper degree ef univerfal difinterefted 
benevolence, can refufe this, or objeé to it. For there is the 
fame reafon for the latter as the former; arid that benevolence 
which will confent to the former; will certainly confent to thé 
latter, unlefs it be counteracted by felfifhnefs, fo as to prevent 
its acting according to the nature of it: 

This 1 conceive is fo plain and certain that fone ¢an defiy it 
or doubt of it; unlefs he has no confiftent idea ef benevolence; 
and confiders felfifhnets itfelf as belonging to religious, holy 
affection. ; 4 

Eujebius. It muft be acknowledged that true benevoletice will 
do all this with relation to the concerns of this world, to temporal 
good and evil, but not to eternal good and evil. No one can 
relinquith his eternal intereft, give up endlefs happinefs, and be re- 
conciled to {uch mifery, on any confideration whatever. And 
indeed there can be no need of it, to promote a greater good, or 
prevent a greater evil, for the eternal mifery or lof& of happinefs 
of any individual cannot promote, or be the occafion of greater 
happineis to the fociety in heaven, Critas 
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Crito. Do you believe all men wil! be faved ? . 

Eufebius. No, I am fure of the contrary ; for it is abundant- 
ly declared in the fcripture, that a part of mankind will be mife- 
rable for ever. 

Crito. You believe, I conclude, that God could have faved 
all mankind, and fo have prevented the endlefs mifery of ev ery 
one; and that the reafon why he has not done this, is becaufe it is 
wileft and beft, that is, molt for his glory and the general good, 
or for the grcatett happinets of the whole, that-fome thould be 


miferable for ever, and that he was able to determine without a 


poffibility of any miitake, how many, and every individual of 
thofe whofe exclufion from happincis, and endluis mifery, are ne- 
ceffary to anfwer thefe ends. 

L ufi bius. -Youare leading me into deep water. [ cannot de- 
ny ali this. But is it beft to think of thefe high matters ? 


Crito. Every truth will be too high, and unintelligible to us, 
if we are refolved not to think uponit. But I believe what I 
h , mentioned may be known to be the truth, by any 


: iixteen years old, who is honeft and wae attend 
ty toe lu iy ject. 

E fe bins God has opened the way for us all-to “ efcape end. 
lefs mifery, and be faved, and commanded as to give all diligence 
to make fure of falvation. We haye no reafon therefore to en- 
quire or think whether it is mott fer his glory, and the general 
good, that we fhould be fav ed or loft, but to take it for granted 
that he will be moft glorified in our falvation. 

Critc. You not only thin, but kno ow, that it is not moft for 
the glory of (sod, or confiftent with the createft good of the 
whole, that all men fhould be faved, while you are certain that 
many will be loft. And none can know or have reafon to think 
that it is moft for the glory of God that they fhould be faved, 
untefs they have idence’ that they are now interefted in the 
promi ifes of the covenant of grace, by that holv love to. which 
we have been attending, or, which is the fame, that faith which 
worketh by love, which has its exiitence and operates by love. 
And they who have ne evidence of this, are guilty of Criminal 
and dangerous prefumption by taking it for granted, that God 


will be moft glorified in their falvation, and have ‘reafon to fe ar’ 


the contrary. 

It is true, that it is thes duty and hicheft intereft of every one 
to embrace the gofpel, and nothing c an prevent it, but the un- 
belief and wicked: iefS of heart, which j is dire tly contrary to holy 
love. 

I conclude my friend, Eufebius, has good evidence that he does 


love, and is born of God, and thé: fore has reafoa to dete — 
I that 
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that he thal! be faved, confiftent with the glory of God and the 
| greateft poffible happinefs of his eternal kingdom, as thofe are 
neceflarily conneéted. But had you no evidence of the former, 
you could have no evidence of the latter, or have any reafon to 
conclude that you fhall be faved. 

Eufebius. It is fometimes beyond doubt with me, that I do 
love God, and am interefted in the covenant of grace. But I 


i am often in the dark, and have many doubts whether I have an 
holy chriftian love, and fometimes my doubts {fo prevail, eine T 
| am almoft ready to conclude that I have no true grace. 

Crite. When your evidence, that you are interefted in the 


i promifes of the covenant of grace, are not clear, and you have 
f many and great doubts of it, you certainly know not that it is 
moft for the glory of God that you fhould be faved, but that it 
may be neceflary for the greateft good and happinefs of the uni- 
verfe, that you fhould be loft. How do you feel on this fup- 
pofition ? Would you defire to be faved, if your falvation would 
not, be for the glory of God, but the contrary, and really in- 
jurious to his kingdom ? © And when you have what you think 
clear evidence that ay are a chriftian, and have no doubt that 
you fhall be faved; you can confider and examine how you 
fhould feel, if ‘you could not go to heaven confiftent with the 
higheft difplay of the divine perfeétions, and the greateft happi- 
nefs of the fociety there, and whether on fuch a fuppofition, you 
could defire to be faved, and ge to heaven. I therefore renew 
the queftion.: What are your feelings and defires on this fuppo- 
fition? can you defire to be faved to the great detriment and lofs 
of the univerfe ? ea at 

Eufebius, 1 think, yea I am certain, that on fuch a fuppo- 
fition there would be no falvation for me, nor can I defire to be 
faved, if God may not be glorified by it, and my falvation would 
render the fociety of heaven lefs happy, than if | were loft. But 
why do you carry the point to this length, and make fuch fup- 
politions, and urge queitjons like thefe? You hereby offend 
many, and what good end does it anfwer ? 

Crito. »Would you not wifh toknow whether you have that 
holy love which has been the fubje&: of our difeuffion, which 
confifts in univerfal difinterefted benevolence ? “You doubtlefs 
defire to make the ftricteft fcrutiny, and examine by the moft 
fearching and trying tefts.. And from our converfation on this 
fubject, and agreeably to your conceffion, it appears that this 
is ene of them. And if it be faithfully and truly ‘applied, it will 
determine whether our love be of the right kind or not, and is 
therefore one of the moft advantageous and beft tefts, which is 
always at hand, for itis certain that felf-love and falfe-religious 
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affection, will never part with all perfonal good, for the fake of 
the greater good of others, or the general good. And equally 
certain, that the loweft degree of holy love, if not counterac- 
ted by felfifhnefs, will relinquifh all perfonal intereft and happi- 
nefs, for the glory of God, and the greater happinefs of others. 
Why then fhould not all chriftians be willing to try themfelves 
by this rule? If any be offended or puzzelled by this reprefen~ 
tation, and fixing it as a good criterion, by which to diftinguifh 
univerfal difinterefted benevolence from felfifhnefs, in which all 
falfe religious affection confifts, it muft be owing to unreafona~ 
ble prejudice, and not underftanding the fubjeét, not having at- 
tended to it with fufficient care and application, or to the want of 
difinterefted love, and the prevalence of felfifhnefs. 

Eujfebius. 1 feel more fatisfied with the fentiments you have 
expreiled on this fubject, the more I think of it, and perhaps I 
may come fully into them on farther confideration. I have yet 
farther enquiries tomake on the fubjeét of holy love. But as we 
have not time to difcuf them new, it muft be deferred to ano~ 
ther opportunity. 


( To be continued.) 











OF THE LIGHT OF NATURE. 


I. HAT all men in every age and nation, whether they 
enjoy the oracles of God or not, are, or have the 

means ot being confcious that they are finners, and worthy of 
death, feems very manifeft from the fcriptures. In St. Paul’s 
letter to the Romans, from the 18th v. of the rft chap. to the 
tgth v. of the 3d. chap. inclufively, the great object of the apof- 
tle feems to bé to prove not only that all men arein fact finners, 
but alfo, that in the fentence they pafs on each other, they are 
felf condemned, and having, as he fays, proved, that both Jews 
and Gentiles are all under fin, and breakers of God’s Law, he 
draws in the 20th v. of the 3d chap. the important confequence, 
“ that by the deeds of the law, there fhall no fleth be juftified in 
his fight.” ‘The argument of the Apoftle, in the paflage referred 
to, as far as to the 12 v. of the 2nd chap. applies to all who hold 
the truth in unrighteoufnefs, or, in other words, to all mankind ; 
that all, whether Jews or Gentiles do in faét hold all the truth 
that is neceflary to moral action, and, at the fame time, live in 
unrighteoufnets, and fo are juftly expofed to the judgment of God 
none will difpute ; the only quettion is, from whence do men, _ 
ve 
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have not a written revelation, derive this truth. It is evident that 
what may be known of God is manifeft in them, being difco- 
verable in all their opinions and conduct, and it 1s equally fo that 
God = fhewed it unto them; but the queftion is by what 
means? The aniwe er of the apoitle points out one mean which 
is common to all, the works of God. Lhave heretofore made my 
reinarks on this paflage. 

{I. The apoitle then defcribes the extreme blindnefs, ftupidity 

nd wickednels of men, arrifing from their abufe of the means 
of knowledg ty .e which God had afforded them, particularizing va- 
rious abominations with which they are chargeable, and then ab- 
ferves, that they “ dnowéng the judgment of God, that they 
which commit fuch things, are worthy of death, not only do the 
fame, but have pleafure ia them that do them.” Hence it is evi- 
dent, that He: hens as well as others know, or have the means 
of knowing the judgment, or more literally the righteou/nc/s of 
Gi od, that ‘they who do wickedly deferve death : which term 
death, though it may include more, does not, [ think, include 
lefs than all the evils men fuffer in the body. And further, as 
all are more or lefs guilty of thofe finful a¢tions which they cone 
dem in each other, they ftand convicted at the bar of their own 
coniciences 5 which is a conclufion the apoftle draws in thete 
words, “ Therefore, thou art inexcufeable, O man, wholoever 
thou art that judgett, for wherein thou judgeft another, thou 
condemneft thyfelf, for thou that judgeft, doth the fame things *’ 
but ftilll the q ucftion returns, whence have they this knowledge, 
from revelation or from nature ? 

III. “The apoftle fays chap. ii. v. 12, “ For as many as have 
finned without law, fhall alio perifh without law: and as many 
as have finned inthe law, fhall be judged by the law.” By thofe 
who have finned without law, are doubdefs meant the heathens ; 
and by thofe who have finned in the law, Jews cipecially, and 
oiters who enjoy revelation, There is a fenie then in which 
the heathens are without law, but this is not true in every fenfe, 
for “ where there is no law, there is no tranfgreflion ;” and they 
are, as the apoftle lays, a law to themfelves. ‘They have not the 
law in the fame fenfe as the Jews had, nor fo clearly as Chrif- 
tians have, but till, if all the knowledge they have of virtue and 
vice, or of fin* and holinefs, is from revelation, I do not fee 
how they, any more than chriftians, can be faid to be without 
law ; they do not indeed enjoy a sevedial law in any equal de- 
gree with Chriftians, but fill on this fuppofition, they enjoy it 
in fuch a degree, as to become linners for violating it, if they 


S 


fin therefore againft the light of a revealed law, though obicure, 


they will be condemned by the fame law, how then can they be 
faid 











Of the Light of Nature. 293 


{id to perif> without law. There is in this paflage, a marked 
diftinétion between thofe finners who perifh without Jaw, and 
thofe who are judged dy the law; but if the fame revealed law is 
the rule of judgment with refpect of both, there feems to be no 
good reafon far this diftinction. . 

LV. The apoitle having faid, that as many as have finned in 
the law, fhall be judged by the law, adds, © For not the hear- 
ers of the law are juit before God, but the doers of the law 
fhall be juftified ;” manifeftly with a view to humble the pride 
of thofe, who might be difpofed to contide in their external jpuii- 
vileges as hearers of the law, and to convince them, that nothing 
fhort of perfect obedience to it, would be fufficient to juttity 
them, and thence to lead them to feek juftfication by faith in 
Chrift’s righteoufnefs, which a little forward he fhews to be the 
only ground of juttification. He then proceeds to guard from 
mifconftruction the general propofition contained in the firft claufe 
of the 12 v. “ For as many as have finned without law, fthall 
alfo periih without law, by adding, as in the 14 and 165 verfes. 
“ For when the Gentiles which have not the law do, by nature 
the things contained in the law, thefe, not having the law, are 
a law to themfelves ; which fhew the work of the law written 
in their hearts, their confcience alfo bearing witnefs, and their 
thoughts the meanwhile accufing or excufing one another ;” by 
which it appears, that the Gentiles finned without law only in a 
qualified fenfe, becaufe they were, as he fays, a law ts themfelves, 
and in what manner they were fo, is important to difcover. 

V. Ithas been maintained by fome, that the phrazes doers of 
the law, in the 13, v. and do the things contained in the law in 
the s4th are of fimilar import. But on this fuppofition, if do- 
ing the law, mean obedience to it as a covenant of wérks, then 
it will follow, that the Gentiles may obey the law, fo as to ob- 
tain juftification by it, for the apoftle fays, the doers of the law 
fhall be juttified, which is againft the drift of his reafoning. But 
if by doing the law, or doing the things contained in the law 
be meant, the obedience of faith, the apoftle is chargeable with 
the folicifm of anticipating his confequence, before he had gone 
through with the proof ot his premifes, which proof is continued 
through that chapter, and to the 20 v. of the 3d. chap. where he 
begins to draw his confequence, and completes it at the 28 v. 
which contains the important doctrine, which is the refult of 
the whole argument, “ Therefore we conclude that aman is juf- 
tified by faith without the deeds of the law.” 

Vi. But further, the Gentiles doing the things contained in 
the law, cannot mean their embracing the gofpel, becaufe their 
doing the things contained in the law, is exprefled as being com- 
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mon to the Gentiles, or the Pagan nations, even to all who had 
not the law, but compaiatively few of them have hitherto em- 
braced the gofpel. 

Vil. Again, their doing the things contained in the law, can- 
not mean their embracing the gofpel, becaufe their fo doing, 
whoever it may be, is what may be performed by them in a ftate 
of nature, for the expreffion is, do dy nature the things contains 
ed in the law, but the gofpel is not received by men in that 
ftate. 

lu oppofition to the foregoing fenfe put on this paflage, I can- 
not but think the apoftle is therein purfuing his great objeét, to 
fhew that men who have not the law, as well as thefe who have, 
are finners, and the grounds and reafons why they are fo. 

Vill. In order togive my fenfe of this interefting paflage, I 
wil] attempt a literal tranflation ot it, by which it will be treed 
from feveral words which not a little embarrafs the meaning, and, 
then make,fome remarks upon it. The tranflation corrected is, 
I think, literally thus; “ For when the Gentiles, not having the 
law, do by nature the things of the law, thefenot having the law 
are a law to themfelves, who fhew the work of the law writ- 
ten in their hearts, their confcience unitedly bearing witnefs, 
and their thoughts mutually accufing or elfe excufing one ano- 
ther.” Here the phrafe the things of the law is fubftituted in 
lieu of the phrafe the things contained in the law, the words 
contained in are fuperfluous, and ferve to limit the fenfe im- 
properly, to do the things contained in the law, can mean no- 
thing more than to do the requirements of the law, but to da the 
things of the law may mean, todo the offices, as well as the 
requirements of thelaw: In the next verfe‘ “ who fhew the 
work of the law written on their hearts, their confcience a//s 
bearing witneis,”’ &c. the word a//o is not fupported by the text, 
and it ferves to confufe the fenfe, as it feems to imply that their 
confcience bearing witnefs was diftinct from their thewing the 
work of the law written in their hearts, and unconnected with 
it, when indeed, the former may be the evidence of the latter; 
again, the werds the mean while have nothing anfwering to 
them in the text, they are vague, indifinite, and have a bad ef- 
fect. . 

1X. Hence it appears that the phrafe doers 4 the law in the 
13 v. and do the things of the law, in the 14th are, diffimular, 
and of courfe their meaning may be different. And indeed if 
the defign of the apoftle was to fhew, that the Gentiles might 
obtain juftification by doing the law, in either of the fenfes above 
mentioned, I fee no reafon why he did not exprefs himfelf in the 
fame language he had ufed in the 13 v. and then it would have 

been 
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been * For when the Gentiles who have not the Jaw, do, by 
nature the law.” It is faid by fome, that the phrafe who /hew 
the work of the law written in their hearts, imports a new 
heart in the fubjects, and that the Jaw written in the heart, in 
the language of the Bible, and particularly of the Old Teftament, 
implies regeneration ; I admit that the latter form of expreflion 
does imply this, but the former phrafe is very diffimular, the 
law written in the heart is one thing, and the work of the law 
curitten in the heart may be another.’ ‘The phrafe the work o 

the law is, 1 think, peculiar to this place, and no where elfe to 
be found in the Bible ; the works of the Jawis a common expref- 
fion, and imports much the fame’ as obedience to the law as a 
covenant of works, and when this is intended it is always works 
in the plural, unlefs the phrafe under confideration be an excep- 
tion: We never read of the «vars of the law written in the he wt, 
but of the daw written in the heart ; the latter’ phrafe implying 
the implantation of a principle, feems intelligible, the former 
implying exercife merely, is not fo; for exerciie cannot be writ- 
hee in the heart, though the principle from whence it lows may 

m] ; Sati | 

X. After what has been faid, the following will, I think, ap- 
pear to be the true fenfe of the whole paflage taken in connec- 
tion: For as many as have finned without the knowledge of the 
revealed law, fhall alfo perifh without that law, for when the 
Gentiles who have not that law, do by nature the offices of 
the law, in the exercife of that confcience and moral fenfe which 
is common to all mankind, and in approving or difapproving 
the actions of each other, they are a law to themfelves ; and this 
law is of fufficient authority to condemn them in the day Sf 
judgment, and indeed their thoughtS and’ reafonings fhew, that 
the fubftance of the revealed law, confifting in a fenfe or difcern- 
— of right or wrong, is infgribed by the finger of God on their 

earts. eM ' 

XI. Having made thofe critical remarks which truth required 
on that part of the original text, which of itfelf is, I think, 
demonftrative of the point in queftion; I will now more fully 
confider the {cope of the apoftle’s reafoning in the context, 
which will further confirm, if I miftake hot, my expofition, 

XII. It is the opinion of fome,’ that the drift of the apoftle’s 
reafoning in the 2ad chap. was to contute the prejudices of the 
Jews, againft the Gentiles, being admitted as the people of God 
without conforming to the Jewifh’ rights and ceremonies: On 
the contrary, I have attempted to fhew, that the graiid defign of 
the apoftle in the three firft chapters, was to prove that all men 
are finners and felf condemned, and fe incapable of being julti- 
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fied by the law, and with thé exprefs view to demonftrate this 
truth, theta man is juflified by faith without the deeds of the law. 
| ‘will take the liberty to add a few « sbiervations on the fame fub- 
ject, in oppolition to the opinion juft mentioned. 

XL. The apoftle in the 3/. chap. and gv. exprefly fays, 
“ For we have before proved both Jews and Gentiles, that the 
are all under fin 3°’ Ti his is good evidence, that he himfelf fup- 
poied he had been proving that pomt, and we are naturally led 
to look tor the proof of that pormt, in what he had faid, rather 
than of another totally diferent from it. But the proof it may be 
faid, may bei the ift chap. and in the 3c. up to theg verte; trie, 
but it is clear that the fame proot is continued from the gth to the 
19 verfe of the 34° chap. and is it not ftrange ghat before he had 
hinifhed the argument and drawn his confe ‘quence m the 20 y. 
that he fhould break off in the midf, and’ int ‘rpofe a fudjedét 
wholly diverfe from the point t# hand ! ; But, to an atte ntive rea- 
der the 2d. chap. will appear to centain invincible proofs that all 
men are finners and felf condemned. The ground he apoftie 
takes, ‘as applicable to all men, is this; that they voluntarily do 
thofe things themfelves which they condemn in others, and there- 
tore, ne Feet pals fentence on themfelves—Uhat they cannot 
on the footing of mere law, obtain eternal life, unlefs by perle- 
verance in well doing, in feeking for glory, honour, and immor- 
tality—That indignation and wrath will be the portion of all 
who come fhort of this perfection—That all finners will be con- 
demned by the law which they violate, whether revealed or na- 
tural—Jhat fuch as have nota revealed law, are by means of 
that fenfe of right and wrong which is common to all men, a law 
to themfelves—~" Vhat of courfe there is a foundation laid in the 
nature of man for the judgment of the great day. 

XIV. The ground he takes in refpect ta the Jews, is alto- 
gether fimilar-—that while they being inftruéted out of the law, 
profefs to teach others, they teach not themfelves—that while 
they preach that a mah fhould not fteal, commit adultry, &e. 
they themfelves are guilty of thefe and fuch like acts ot wicked- 
nefs—that while they boaft of the law, through breaking the 
law they difhonour God, and dccordingly, on this os alio 
they are judged and condemned, out of their own mouths, as 
well as by force of the mere law of nature. Furthe: the apot- 
tle teaches them that not the hearers of the law ar: - putt betore 
God, but that the doers of the law only fhall be juftined—that 

he external Jew merely is not pleafing to God, bat he alone is 
fo, ) who in heart and life is right with the bie: that ourward 
cumciien avails nothing to thofe who tranf. grefs the law, but 
autiby of heart only, which it reprefents, is of any account in 
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the fight of God, and that could we fuppofe a Gentile to be pure 
in heart, and obedient to the law of his nature, he would con- 
demn the wicked Jew, though greatly above him in point of ad- 
vantages: In all tais the apoftle fimply ftates the terms of jus- 
tification on the footing of law, or {peaks the language of mere 
law, that the maw that doth thofe things foall live by them ; and 
furely it was proper for him to defcribe the real fituation of men 
oa the ground of mere law, in order to evince the neceffity of 
that mode of acceptance with God; through Chrift’s righteous- 
nefs, which he explains and enforces towards the clole of the 
next chapter. In this general view of the 2nd chap. it affords di- 
FéSt proof and the higheft proof of the point which the apoftle, in 
the gth verfe of the next chap. fays he had proved, viz. that Jews 
and Gentiles were all under fin ; and it affords no proof at all 
that the Gentiles might be admitted to become the people of God 
without conforming to the ‘Fewifh rights and ceremonies: 

XV. Ifit be true that “de and Gentiles are all finniers,; and 
on the fame focting in point ef acceptance with God, the ques- 
tion naturally arifes, which is put in the beginning of the 34 chap. 
“ What advantage then hath the Jew, and what profit is there of 
circumcifion 7” To which the apoftle anfwers; “ much every 
way, chiefly becaufe that unto them were committed the ora 
cles of God.’’ Here if the comparifon is made between the Jews 
as anation, and the Gentiles as including the reft of the world; 
before the Jewith difpenfation was ended, and the Chriftian in- 
troduced in its ftead, the anfwer is highly proper, for though they 
were al! equally incapable of obtaining fatvation by obedience to 
the law, yet the oracles of God committed to the Jews, led many 
of them, even all thefe who believed, to look for acceptance 
thro’ a Saviour after to be revealed ; and though fome of tiem 
did not believe, and of courfe could receive no beneft from 
thofe oracles, yet their unbelief could by no means mrake the ° 
truth and faithfulnefs of God revealed therein of no effect : fo fac 
from this, their unbelief was the occafion of fetting off to the 
beit advantage the truth of God ; for he adds, “ yea, let God be 
true, but every man a liar, as it is written, that thou migheft 
be juttified in thy fayings, and mighteft overcome when thou art 
judged.” He then repels an imputation on the character of God 
couched in thefe words, “ For if our unrighteou{nefs commend 
the righteoufnels of God, what thal} we fay? Is God uwarighte- 
ous who taketh vengeance,” with this demand, “ for then how thall 
God judze the world ??? On this I remark, that he refutes the 
imputation by afluming the point that God will judge the world 
in righteoufnefs. This would be no good anfwer, uniefs on the 
ground of its having been proved before, and of courfe that Fae 
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had a right to aflumeit in this place ; he then in like manner repcks 
a fimilar imputation in the 7th and 8th verfes, and then in the 
ot’: v. demands, “ What then are we better than ‘the ey?” Are'we 

}: ‘ws better chain they Gentiles ts which he anfwers, “ no, in no 
wife, for we have before proved, both Jews and Gentiles, that 
thev are allunder fin.’ Thus the apoftle adduces pofitive évi- 
dente to prove the point, that all are under fin and felf condemn- 
ed—removes objections—points directly to his obje¢t—and latt- 
ly, he confirms the truth contended for, by a quotation from the 
fe riptures fromm the roth to the 18th v erfe inelutively, aflerting in 
the moft ftriking manner the univerfal and total ‘corruption of 
the whole human race ; and, left the Jews fhould think them- 
felves uninterefted in this affecting defcription, he adds in the 1gth 
v. this remark ; “ Now we know that what things foever the 
law faith, it faith to them that are under the law, that every 
— th may be ftopped, and all the world may become guilty be- 

e God.” 

wT his conduct of the argument is natural, forcible, and perfpi- 
cuous, and affords complete fatisfaction on a point of the firft 
Import: ince to man. 

XVI. But upon the fuppofition that the fcope of the apoftle 
in the 2d chap. is to fh-w that the Gentiles might be admitted as 
the people of God, without conforming to the ~ Jewith rites and 
coremonies, the fenfe of the pailage is interrupted am confufed, 
and the evidence of the main point in view greatly dirutnifhed, 
and the whole rendered difficult and obfcure in the extreme. 
On this conftruction, the queftion what advantage then hath the 
Jew? or what profit is there of circumcifion ? may be natural y 
but the anfwer is, [ conceive, far from being either natural or 
true, for have the Jews, on this fuppofition, the advanta: ze of the 
the Gentiles ? Much every way, and chiefly becauie they have the 
oracles of God, and the Gentiles not. By no means; on the con- 
trary, the anfwer to the queftion, what advantage hath*the Jew? 
ought to have been, none at all ; for the more perfect difpentation 
of the gol, el, embracing all nations, having fuccecded to the 
Je with, al! men, both Jews and Gentdes, are at length freed from 

hofe weak and beges arly elements, which were proper for the 
C hurch of God in its infant flate only, and now enjoy im com 
mor, the oracles of God, in much creater maturity and pertec- 
tron, chan the Jews as fuch, ever enjoyed them. 

XVIL. Should it be faid that the comparifon is made between 
the Jews as a nation, and the Gentile nations which had not 
embraced, or fhould not embrace the gofpel, the amfwer is, that 
upon the commencement of the chriQian dilpenfation, thw chureh 
ef God is not divided, but it remains ove, and the Jewith church 

has 
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has no exiftence feparate fro:h the chriftian.church, but being 
blended with it, it cannot be compared either with the Gentiles 
who fhould not, or with thofe who fhould, embrace the gofpel. 

XVIIL. The refult of the foregoing obfervations is this, that 
there is a confcience or moral fente in ail men, implanted in them 
by the Creator, by which they judge of right and wrong in moral 
actions, which is coeval with their exiltence as rational creatures 
that this confcience or moral fenfe while unperverted, dictates the 
fame things in the main, relative to right and wrong, as the re- 
vealed law, does, and may be confidered as the fubftance or 
cllence of that law that the moral law, as revealed, isno more 
than a folemn and explicit promulgation of the pre-exifting law 
of nature—that in the exercife of this meral fenfe, all men con- 
demn finful actions in each other—that all are more or lefs, guil- 
ty of the fame acts which they condemn in others, and fo are in 
effect, (:]f condemned, and every mouth is ftopped; and that by 
this natural law, a foundation is laid in our nature for the general 
judgment, and the retributions of eternity. 

X1X. The fum of the whole argument on the general fubje@, 
is this: The propofition is that the goodnefs of God maybe prov- 
ed by the works of creation and providence, without the aid of 
revelation— Ihe objection is, that the natural evils men fuffer 
in this life, annihilate the evidence ef God’s goodnefs arifing 
trom the good enjoyed—The anfwer is, that men are conicious 
they are finners, and deferve thofe evils and death itfclf, and con- 
fequently, that the exiftence of thofe evils docs, inno degree, ob- 
icure the evidence of God’s goodnefs, and the proof of this is, 
that the {criptures reprefent men as being a law to themfelves, 
in the exercife of a confcicnce and moral fenfe, by which they 
condemn the wickednefs of each other, and pronounce it tu 
be worthy of death, and info deing, in effect, pats fentence on 
themfelves, becaufe they are in like manner guilty. ° 
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For the THEOLOGICAL MAGAZINE. 


Decrees reconciled with liberty, 





OW are the decrees of God reconciled with human liber- 
ty? 

‘Lnis queftion is no doubt of high importance ; and that it 
appears mytterious and incomprehentible tu many, not only the 
common people, but men of abilities and Jiterature is alfo certain. 
it is a gueftion upon which volumes have been written, and 
which many ingenus and learned men have attempted to eluci- 

date. 
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date. Some, and men too of the firft eminence in the republic 
of letters, fuppofe it to be placed altogether beyond the reach of 
the human faculties. Among thefe, was the great Locke, tg 
whofe logical head, and labours in the field of {cjence, the learned 
world is much indebted. ‘The opinion of {uch men ought to be 
treated with great deference, and ‘if we prefume to leaye the path 
in which they walked, caution and modefty are highly incum- 
bent on us. 

Nothing is more common, as is wel] known, than for people 
to afk how can the Deity fore-ordain whatfoever comes to 
and fti!l man be a moral agent ?—Can he decree all things and 
fiuil we be free ?—Thefe queftions are frequently propofed not 
out of a captious difpofition, but from an extreme difficulty appre- 
hended in them ; or a fuppofition that they are utterly irrecon- 
cileable, or directly contradidtory. 

Inftead of repeating the arguments of others, and faying things 
which have been a thoufand times mych better faid—I will, 
with breyity, firft, fate the true notion of moral agency or 
human liberty—fecondly, the true notion of the divine decrees=— 
And then, thirdly, thew how they are confiftent with one an- 
other. 

Firft. By moral agency or human liberty, can be meant no- 
thing more than voluntary action, or exercife, or thinking, chu- 
fing, doing and acting as we pleafe, without any external com- 
pulfion. ‘The whole doétrine of moral agency, upon which fo 
much has been faid and written, is fummed up in choice or 
voluntary aétion. He is abfolutely, and to all intents and pur- 
pofes, a moral agent, who is, and acts as he choofes to be, and to 
a&t. We know from felf con{cioufnefs that we are free ; and the 
beft way to learn in what our freedom or moral agency confifts, 
is to turn away frorg all metaphyfical difquifitions and yolumes, 
to the feelings and exercifes of our own minds. In this cafe, 
we can hardly fail to obtain what we ‘feek, fome clear ideas of 
our own moral agency. 

Secondly. The true notion of the divine decrees is'God’s bring- 
ing every thing into his great, good, and wife plan of govern- 
ment, and determining with himfelf all events and things from 
eternity to eternity. His purpofes are fixed ; they extend to all 
worlds, all creatutes, and all events. ‘The hearts of men, 
and bad, are perfectly under his controul. With him nothing is, 
or can be contingent, or take place contrary to his purpofe. 
That man fhould be a free agent, and an accountable being— 
that the good fhould be rewarded, and the bad punifhed, are 
as much the object of the divine decrees as any one event in the 


univerfe. The doctrine of the foreknowledge of the amen 
cing 
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Being, néceffarily implies the certainty of the event, ‘The doc- 
trines therefore, of divine decrees and divine pre-fcience, or fore- 
knowledge, mutt ftand or fall together. And indeed, who can 
be angry or object, that an innnitely wife—infinitely juft-—in- 
finitely goadenand infinitely benevolent Being, fhould decree all 
things ! 

After having ftated the proper idea of human liberty, and the 
divine pre-ordination of all events :—-and the truth and accura- 
cy of this ftatement are {ubmitted to all, who will be at the pains 
toread a diflertation on fuch an unpopular fubjeQ—I would 
afk gue is the great difficulty of feeing how they are coalit- 
ent 

ift. Admitting the above idea of moral agency, and what other 
rational one can there be, and is it not plain that no alteration 
of the choice whatever, has any tendency at all to break in 
upon man’s freedom? Let the will and affections be ever fo 
much altered, no injury is done to its freedom, and the cafe is 
the fame, let what will be the caufe of the alteration, whether 
an immediate act of Deity—a felf independency and fovereignty, 
or external motives. Iam now a free and voluntary agent, in 
choofing this thing. But fuppofe my will and affedtions be 
effentially altered and turned by extrinfic influence upon the di- 
rectly oppofite thing, 1 am equally a free and voluntary agent. 
No alteration of will or choice has the leaft tendency to deftroy 
eur accountableneiS or freedom, whatever caufes the alteration, 
whether God or ourfelves—or good or evil angels—or motives 
abextra. Suppote the Deity, by an immediate impulfe, in pur- 
fuance of his decrees, this moment caufe an entire alteration in 
the choice of one of his rational creatures, ftill that rational crea- 
ture a¢ts as much from choice as before, and confequently acts 
as freely, or is as much a moral agent as before, and as account- 
able—for accountablenefs refts on our being free. To me there 
is nothing plainer than that there is no incompatibility between 
divine abfolute decrees, and the higheft human freedom. And all 
the confufion on this fubject, appears to me to be owing either to 
wrong, or inaccurate ideas of human liberty. Men talk in the 
dark, and do not critically examine deep and abftrute fubjeéts. 

2nd. | would farther afk, how God’s decreeing we thould be 
free can make us machines. And I fuppofe none will deny, who 
do not deny all divine decrees, that God has abfolutely from all 
eternity decreed human freedom and accountablenefs, as much 
as any one event either in the natural or moral world. New ts 
it poffible, in the reafon and nature of things, that his fixed de- 
termination in favour of our freedom, fhould render us mere 


machines. Uf his decrees be effective, then of corfequence, ve 
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muft be free; if not, then they hurt not our freedom ; and of courfe 
on any fuppofition, we muft be free agents. But if there be 
no decree that we fhould be free, then it we be io, it is all mere 
chance or accident that we are fv. It is apprehended that there 
is no fophiitry in this argument, but that it is clear and plain lo- 
vic. 

3. How the Deity can be an all perfect Being, and have no 
fixed or pre-ordained icheme of government over the univerfe, is 
to me incanceivable. He acts however upon us, not as upon 
material fubitances, but agreeably to our nztures as rational 
creatures, and moral agents; and that he fhould carry on, and 
bring to pals his own purpofes, and not break in upon our free- 
dom, refieéts the highelt glory on his wifdom and power. How 
he operates on minds, is a queftion foreign to this fubjcct, and 
of which, while in this world we muft be contented to remain in 
ignorance. 

I would juft obferve that we can no more reconcile human 
liberty with the Arminian notion of the fovercignty of the will, 
than with divine decrees. For that jovereignty alters the pre- 
fent choice, as much as the divine decrees ; or it dues no good, 
and is perfect weaknefs. But if it alters the prefent choice, it 
dettroys moral agency, juft as much as if God, or external mo- 
tives alter the prefent volition. A larger difcuffien of the point 
would, perhaps, be tedious to the reader. é 

. 
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Letter from Dr. Bellamy to Mr. Nathaniel Hazard, 


Bethlem, Og. 20th, 1764, 
Dear Sir, 


OVE is the fum of ail virtue, love to being in general, to 

God the great Being, and to all other beings in due pro- 
puruon ; thoie only excepted, who ittand excommunicated by 
the great Judge of all, as enemies, ureclaimable enemies, to God 
and co all good. 

Our neighbours, although our perfonal enemies, are to be 
loved as our felves, for they are our ficth and bloud, as good by 
nature aS we, and as capable and as defirous of happinets as we; 
their faults we are Never to {peak of, unleis in duty we are call- 
ed to it, though they belie us, we are fo return good for evil, 
blesling for curling. 


The 
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‘The example of God and of his Son are always to fill ou 
minds, and to be our pattern. But the ways of this world we 
are not to imitate. 

There is more pleafure in it, and itis a more gentleman-like 
thing to be like God, than like the Devil. 

‘This is the fum of the matter. 


BROTHERLY REPROOF. 








F Literary Criticifn be admitted into the Theological Mar- 

azine, furely no reafonable objection can be made againft the 
adwiffion of Brotherly Reproof. The Magazine was uriginally 
defigned to be a repofitory of free and candid inquiry, and it 
was reafonably expected that the writers whe examined the pro- 
duétions of others, thould obferve the rules of fairnefs, decorum 
and charity ; and if in any inftanses, thefe rules have been 
tranfzrelled, there can, it is conceived, be no impropriety in a 
friendly attempt to convince and reform the tranfyreffors. A 
few things have been noticed, which appear to have fo far de- 
viated from the laws of candid enquiry, as to deferve fome cor- 
rection. 

The firft inftance, which fhall be mentioned, is in a piece 
addrefled to the editor, in oppofition to the “ letters on free dif- 
cuffion,” vol. ii. page 168. ‘he arguments and obfervations 
of the writer are generally pertinent and worthy of confideration, 
and had he omitted his laft paragraph, would have been uncxcep- 
tionable in point ef decency. But was it delicate and candid to 
infinuate a fufpicion that the letter writer was a man of bad 
principles ? What end could it anfwer, unlefs to prejudice the 
teader againft him, on accoumt of bis fufpected heterodoxy. ‘The 
remarker, it is true, does not avew fuch afufpicion himfelf, bur 
intimates his fufpicion of a fuipicion. But is this charitable or po- 
lite? [ trutt the writer himfelf will not, oa reflection, attemyprc 
to jultify it; I hope he will proft by this friendly adnvanition. 

In page 170 of the fame: vol. follows a piece on the fame tub- 
ject, with the figniture Jte. ‘This author alfg is pleafed to add 
to his arguments an infinuation which is not dittinzguifhed by 
any prominent features of candour and politenefs. He feems to 
fulpect the letter writer of an itch for authorfhip, and propoies a 
mode of gratifying his. with, without encroaching upon the 
roghts of the Theological Magazine ; and to preclude the ubjec- 
tion of expence promifes ome juh/crider.t looks as if this writeraim- 
ed at wit, but is the Theolozical Magazing a proper vehicle for fly 
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infinuation, groundiefs fulpicion, and fatyrical witticifn ? I would 
fooner admit the principles of the letter writer on free difeuffion. 

I beg leave to add a rémark on another piece, which appears 
with the fame fignatire, vol. ti. page 36c. ‘The author of this 
undertakes to folve a difficulty which was propofed in a former 
picce, page 151, which refered to an anfwer to this queition, 
viz. “ How can we be free; if all things be abfolutely decreed by 
God ?” page 62, in attending to the folution of the propofed 
difficulty, it is evident that the propofer is Confidered and treat- 
ed by the writer as an oppofer of the dottrine exhibited in the 
anfwer refered to. But if I underttand the propofer’s meaning, 
he is fo far from oppofing the doctrine contained in the anfwer, 
that he exprefsly approves of it. For he fays “it is acknowledg- 
ed that the anfwer is juft and fatisfactory as far as it goes ;"’ nor 
does he advance a fingle word, which | can find, in oppotition to 
the abfolutenefs of the divine deerees, or their confiftency with 
free agency, according to the given explanation, but he fcems to 
fuppole that in the minds of objectors, there ftill remained a dif- 
fieulty, which was not fairly met and obviated -in the aniwer, and 
that this difficulty did not refpect the conliftency of free agency 
with the divine decrees, but the reafonablenefs and pripricty of 
aftribing praife, or imputing blame, to futh paffive free agents, 
as were defcribed in the anfwer. ‘Now, if the writer of the piece 
undet confideration, had underftood the propofed difficulty, as 
it is now ftated, he would have feen that his folution was not 
to the point. I am far from believing that he detignedly mifre- 
prefented the meaning of the piece; upon which he animadverts, 
but conceive it proper to fuggeit that writers ought to be cau- 
tious, in all publie difcuffions, not to mifunderftand or mifrepre- 
fent the fubjeéts of their remarks. 

The publications in the Theological Magazine have general- 
ly exhibited a laudable fpecimen of candor and moderation, and 
it is hoped thefe brief remarks, which point at fome exceptions 
from the general character of thofe publications, will be taken in 
good part, and prove an “ excellent oil, which fha!l not break: 


the head.’’ MONITOR, 


(eS Sete 





A FEW THOUGHTS OCCASIONED BY THE DEATH OF AN 
ONLY CHILD. 
\ 7 generaliy eftimate every blefling enjoyed according to 
‘Y = the meature of love we have for it, and the fatisfaction 
it aflordsus. ‘The fronger alfo our affections are for any worldly 
object, the more painful is the lofs of it. Children are reckoned 
among 
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among our greateft and deareft earthly enjoyments. Hence their de- 
ceale hilsthe heart with great forrow and grief. Who can defcribe 
the feelings of a parent, when called to bid a final adieu to an 
only child ? Not only the lofs itfelf produces thofe feelings, to 
which all are ftrangers, but thofe whe have experienced them ; 
but many circumftances may attend the bereavement, which 
greatly keighten the {cene of diftrefs. As in them all hope is ex- 
tinét of having fons or daughters to perpetuate our name and 
polterity, when we are rio more; deftitute of children to fupport 
us, if we live, when advanced in life; unable to provide for our- 
felves; deprived of thefe enjoyments, which might ferve te foften 
and fmooth the rugged path of. life; in our journey to another 
world, befide many other circumftances more affecting: 

But when they are gone, and reflection begins to operate, 
what a mixture of atfections fwell the heart. An attempt to de- 
fcribe them is utterly vain. The moft painted defcription would 
come far fhort of the life. They can be felt, but not defcribed ; 
their death empties the world, and affords 4 leffon full of inftruc- 
tion. A leflon, which miay teach.us experimentally the truth of 
what the preacher fays, vanity of vanities, all is vanity and vex- 
ation of {pirit. It teaches, if we expedt the Contituarice of earth- 
ly enjoyments, and fet our hearts upon them, they may like va- 
pours and fliadows, fuddenly difappear, and difappoint us: In- 
deed all expectation of their Coritinuance, is a preparation for 
difappointment. Every earthly enjoyment has a worm at the 
root, which will, fooner or later, caufe it to wither, decay, and 
dic. When gone they cannot be recalled, and many of them 
cannot be replaced by othets ; when their place is empty, it muft 
coutinue eshpty for ever. How do the profpeét and anticipation 
of future worldly enjoyments, at prefent, revive hope; warm the 
heart, brighten the day, and mitigate prefent fcenes of diftrefs. 
But alas ! how foon do threatening clouds begin to hover around 
us, and a violent ftorm tofs us to and fro on the broad ocean of 
time, and teach us, that here there is no reft, no permanent 
fatisfying fources of enjoyment. | 

If we have no fources to fatisfy the defires of the heart; but 
thofe which are temporal, how fhort, uncertain, and empty all 
our prefent enjoyments ! If our affections all centered in one ob- 
ject only, taking that away would deprive us of all happineis. 
Among the irinumerable objects around us; not one which can 
afford the leait pleafure, and no hope of any, our thirft for fome 
good, for oue drop to cool it, in this ftate of defpair, muft tor- 
ment us forever. Yet this will foon be the ftate of all thoic, 
who have no relifh for any other, than earthly enjoyments. Men 


of the world, though they now derive pleature from numerous 
fources 
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fources on earth, ought to remember, they are foon to bid them 
farewell, and neither fee nor enjoy them any more. Then having 
no relith fer one obje@ in that ftate, in which they are to live 
for ever, like Dives they will be tormented with a burning thirft, 
without the favor of one drop of water to cool their tongues, or 
mitigate their pains. ‘To this country, this ftate of defpair and 
want, all the wicked are travelling; foon their journey will be 
ended, and their prefent joys be fucceeded with endlefs forrows, 
Indeed, if we had no certain knowledge of a future ftate, when 
we are bereaved of friends, and when we look forward ‘to the 
end of this, what a gloom muft overfpread the mind of every 
feeling heart ! 

Bus Chrift Jefus has brought fife and immortality to light; 
opened to our view a glorious world beyond the grave, attain- 
able through faith in him. That revelation which is defpifed and re- 
jected by deifts, contains all, and the only fources, from which an 
real confolation and true comfort can be derived, when we refl 
on our fallen ftate, and when we are called to drink of the bitter 
cup of forrow and aflidtion. Now, when friends are called home, 
when an only child is fnatched by death from the fond embraces 
of its tender parents, if they have given us reafon to hope they 
are friends to Chrift, we can fee their departed fpirits afcending 
to dwell in manfions of glory; to drink their fill at permanent 
fources of felicity. Ifwe kifs the rod, renounce the world as 
our portion, give it up to be enjoyed by thofe, who never cr 
after higher, and more fublime enjoyments; if we fet our affec- 
tions on things above, on the objetts they are going to enjoy, 
when we give them the parting hand, we can fay, our feparation 
from each other will be fhort ; in a few days we ihall meet again, 
beyond this ftate of ficknefs, fin, trouble, and death, to part no 
mere forever. Oh blefled meetmg, when parents will meéet 
their children, and all the friends of God, and the angelic hofts, 
thofe miniftering benevolent fpirits, in heaven where there is ne 
fin, ne forrow, no ficknefs, death or pain, where all tears 
will be wiped from every eye; where perfect iove, perfect friend 
fhip and felicity will be enjoyed for ever. With what fweet de. 
light, tranfporting joy, will every foul unite in finging the new 
fong, and in afcribing everlafting praife to the Lamb for dying, 
redeeming love. Let then the tears of forrow for a departed 
friend, an only child, be dried up; and let us apply ourfelves 
with all diligence to the work affigned us in life, that we may 
finith it, and be able to fay at the clofe of life, I have fought a 
good fight, I have finithed my courfe, I have kept the faith ; 
henceforth there is laid up for mea crown of righteouinefs, 
which the Lerd the righteous Judge fhall give me at that day, 
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and not unte me only, but unto all them alfo that love his ap- 
pearing. One part of this work confiffs in making a good im- 
provement of all our afflictions. This world is Meme: our 
hearts are naturally ftrongly attached to its enjoyments. For 
the treafures of another world we have, naturally, no affection. 
Hence preparation for a future world is neglected, while this is 
fought as our only portion, And fhould we enjoy an uninter- 
rupted courfe of profperity, it is probable, we fhould not think 
of preparing for another, until it was too late. ‘Troubles and 
afflictions are wifely calculated to teach us the vanity of this 
world ; to bring us to refle@ on the uncertainty. and fhortnefs 
of every worldly comfort, and on the importance of having an 
intereft in heavenly treafures. And if, in the iflue, they wean 
us from this world, and lead us to choofe God for our only por- 
tion, they prove the greateft bleffings ; and afford us abundant 
reafan to blefs God for his fatherly chaftifements. ‘Then we 
may adopt the language of the Pfalmift, and fay, it is good for 
me that I have been afflicted; before 1 was affitéted I went aftray 
but now have I learned to keep thy law. Oh how fweet are 
fanctified afflictions. ‘To be asa weaned child, to fuck the breafts 
of divine confelation—to liye in fubmiffion—to rejoice the Lord 
reigns—~to live with a well grounded -hope of Meh sacs joys, 
with the friends of God in his prefence, are fources of pleafure in- 
finitely preferable to ali the treafures of this vain world, 

N. 


AN ESSAY ON MEETNESS BOR HEAVEN. 





UCH a publication as a Theological Magazine, will have, 
) we naturally fuppofe, various forts of readers, Its contents 
being highly mifcellaneous, are intended to gratify that diverfi- 
ty of taite, which thofe who perufe it, poffels. ‘The grave Es- 
fay may beft fuit one clafs of readers, Ingenious and deep meta- 
phyfical difquifitions may afford the moft delightful entertain- 
ment to another clafs. A third wifhes for the lively and inftruc- 
tive anecdote. And a fourth, looks out for fome entertaining 
picce of biegraphy, or interefting narrative, But the truly pr- 
ous will, after all, fet the higheft value on fuch Effays as attempt 
to ftate the nature and exercifes of gvice or real holines, 

The propofed fubject of this fhort Effay, is meevness for the 
inheritance of the faints in lizht. My mind in chufing this fub- 
ject happened to advert to the following words of the Apoftle, 
Giving thanks unto the Father which bath made us MEET to be 
partakers of the inkcritance of the faints in light. © Mot 
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Moft Chriftians, in their contemplations of heaven, are apt 
to confider it more asa plate, than a nature. In holy writ are 
indeed many beautiful figurative defcriptions of it as a place; a 
place of inconceivable grandeur and glory. And as exte 
objects make the deepett and mott lively imprefiions, fo pious 
people have been apt to think of heaven, under the idea of a 
place, more than a nature. And it is even common with fome 
to talk of falvation without having any idea of holinefs as the 
grand pre-requifite, that without which there cam be no falva- 
tion. A more unfortunate miftake can hardly be adopted: The 
defign of this Effay is to lead people to expect happinefs only in 
holinefs ; and not amufe themfelves with empty hopes. Happi- 
ne{s, after which all figh, and which all ardently purfue, is more 
in the mind than in external things. If it be not found within 
the mind, it never will be found at all. © ie 

To be mete to be partakers of the inheritance of the faints 
in light, is to be prepared in the temper of the heart and tenor 
of the life to enjoy, or enter upon it. This preparednefs is by 
divines confidered as two-fold, habitual and actual. All pious 
people are habitually mete for heavenly bleflednefs ; though by 
reafon of fome circumftances, they may not be actually in a pre- 
pared condition to leave time, and go to the fociety and joys of 
the celeitial kingdom. For to be actually fit or prepared for 
this, is to have all the holy tempers and graces of the chriftian 
in actual and vigorous exercife—fuch as faith in a crucified Re- 
deemer—unfeigned forrow for fin—fupreme love to him who is 
fupremely glorious—hope in divine.compaflion—peace of con- 
fcience—joy in the Ghoft—meeknefs—humility ; and in 
fine, all the pious feelings, views, and frames of heart, in which 
vital and experimental religion confifts, 

In general, fuch as are habitually mete for the inheritance of 
the faints in light, are of a hely and benevolent difpofition. ‘The 
enmity of the carnal mind againft God and his law is fubdued. 
Their minds are favingly illuminated. Their wills are bowed 
into a fweet fubjection to the gofpel kingdom. Their heartsare 
changed. Their affections are purified. Their highe{t com- 
placency is in divine things, Religion is their chief {tudy, and 
chief work ; what they value and efteem above all objects. They 
prefer the ways of piety and virtue before any temporal intereft 
or joy however dear, before all fublunary blifs. Such as love 
the trutis and doctrines of the gofpel, will be delighted to have 
the idea of meetne/s for heaven purfued a little further, and fome 
interefting particulars elucidated., ~~ 

1it. Then, all who are meet for the inheritance of the faints in 
light, are renewed in the temper of the mind. ‘There muft be 

, conformity 











On Meetnefs for Heaven. 309 


conformity in our temper of mind to the divine moral character, 
or there can be no bafis for Mappinefs in the «enjoyment of God. 
All who fhall at laft be happy inhis prefence in heaven, muft be 
like him. None therefore, can poffibly, in the nature of things, 
be meet for the enjoyment of God in glory, who are not made 
holy in heart by the powerful agency of grace. We mutt all, 
confequently pafs through a change of heart, in order to be pre- 
pared for the felicities of the celettial world. No one of all the 
human race, whatever may be his opinions or principles, accor- 
ding to fcripture, ever can be received to dwell in heaven, unlefs 
he be ren¢wed in heart by the fpirit of God. Verily, verily I 
fay unto you, except a man be born again he cannot fee the King- 
dom of God. Marvel not that I fay unto you, ye muff be born 
again. For that which 1s born of the flefh, is {> and that 
which is born of the fpirit, is fptrit. You hath he quickened 
who were dead in trefpajfes and fins. 
To deny or difbelieve the doctrine of our fpiritual renova- 
tion by the efficacious grace of God, is to deny and difbelieve 
one of the effential points of Chriftianity. All therefore muft 
be renewed or fanéctified, or in heaven they fhall never dwell. 
For unlefs your righteou/nefs foall exceed the righteoujne)s o the 
Scribes and Pharifees, ye fhallin no cafe enter into the king- 
dom of heaven. Must not the heart, in its temper and difpoti- 
tion, be conformed to God before it can love or fear him—de- 
light or truft in him—or be happy in his prefence and king- 
dom. ‘The felicity of the heavenly world mainly lies in loving, 
praifing, adoring, ferving, and rejoicing in God without any 
wearinels or imperfection. But is it poffible for an unhely or 
unfanétified foul to enjoy fuch work and worfhip. ‘ Work and 
worfhip fo divine.’ 

and. Anotherthing implied in meetnefs to be partakers of the 
inheritance of the faints in light, is fetting the heart fupremely on 
God and divine things. ‘The affeétions muft be taken off from 
the world as a portion, and be placed above all on Him, who 

is the fountain of light and life, of glery and bleiiednefs. 
‘The natural mind is placed fupremely on the world, either its 
pleafures, or its preferments, or its wealth. The renewed mind 
fees the emptinels of all created good, and chufes God alone for 
its fupreme good. “The chief difference between the faint and fin- 
ner, is that the former cleaves unto God in Cbrift, as his por- 
tion, and the latter unto the world, or fome of its joys or pur- 
fuits for his portion. If we do not chufe God for our happinefs, 
we are none of his. For he is the inheritance of all his children. 
And the Lord jhall be their inheritance. They chufe him for 
their portion, their hope, their joy, their reft, ‘and all their con- 
folation. 
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folation, As they love him with fupreme ardour, fo they de. 
light in him fuperlatively in the wl»le of his character and attri. 
butes, as.a fovereign and holy, as well as bountiful and gracious, 
as ajuft and true, as well as forgiving and merciful God. They 
want and with for no other God, He is their chofen porti 
for whom they can cheerfuly refign al] things elfe. Their hearts 
are taken off from the fading joys of this tranfitory world, and 
placed fupremely on heavenly and divine realities, They chufe 
alfa the ways, the ordinances, the laws, and the ftated worthip 
of God ; of courfe, delight in his houfe and inftitutions, T 
acquiefce in his government, and refign themfelves to his all-fur- 
rounding providence, Virtue has charms which ravifh their 
fouls, “b hey would rather have the fayour of God than all things 
elfe. And they cannot but be aftonifhed that any of the children 
of men can prefer the world to God, or be fo loft to reafgn, 
as to dilcfteem or deny, or difregard religion. ‘The temper of 
their minds is thus adapted to the ftate of heavenly blefledneds. 
‘Thus virtue is its own reward, bholinefS is happinets, and finis 
mifery. 

3). All whoare MekT for heavenly glory take a facred plea- 
fuic in the fervice of God; and moreover, the thoughts of him 
are always welcome. We muft have this meetnefs far heaven 
in this world, if cver, ‘There is no period after death, accor- 
ding to the univerfal Rrain of fcripture, when perfons may be 
in a ftate of ial, For this is ever seprefented as a preparation 
and the next, asaretribution flate. As we conduct therefore, 
in it, fo will be our future deftiny. Re uot decerved, God is not 
urocked. For of whatoever a man foweth of that alfa fhall be 
reap. He that foweth to the fiefs, fhall of the fic reap car- 
ruption, be that joweth to the fpirit, shall of the {pirit reap life 
everlafiing. All who are fix tor the focicty and bleflednefs of 
heaven, fow to the fpirit here, and take a facred pleafure in the 
fervice of God; efteeming it the higheft privilege and greateft 
happinefs to draw near tohim day by day. Vhey delight itatedly 
to.worlhip him. His fear is every day, and all the day long be- 
fore their eyes to keep them from the paths of tin and vice. How 
fweet to them to praife his holy name, in melodious fongs, to 
bear his word, to commune with him in prayer, in pious apd 
holy meditations, in his fabbaths and facraments. ‘They likewile 
bid welcome thew hearts all devout thoughts of him, and 
warm afpirations after a near communion, from time to time, 
with him. Indeed their richeft confolation is in him, their fweet- 
eit joy in his fervice, and the light of his countenance. To 
ferve and pleafe him is their higheit ambition. Though iniquity 
abound—though errors obtain, ftill they cleave to hun, mans 
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the gates of Zion, andall Zion’s friends O how weleome to 
them are the thoughts of God, the fabbaths of God, the word of 
God, the worfhip of God, the ordinances of God. If banifh- 
ed from his houfe, his ways and inftitutions, they would pine 
away in grief, and tears. would daily flow down the cheek. The 
thoughts of God—of his law—of the faviour—of his gofpel—of 
religion, are to them the moft pleafing of any. None that relate 
to this world, or any-of its-concerns, however important, can be 
compared herewith. ‘Thefe views and exercifes are a preliba- 
tion of glory, fo that grace is heaven begun, and heaven is but 
grace completed. ae 

4th. All who are made meet to be partakers of the inheritance 
of the faints in light, have aheavenly turn of mind. Riting 
above time and all its purfuits and jovs, they are every day cul- 
tivating this heavenly difpofition. Realizng the inherent vanity 
of all earthly good, their hearts, their eyes, their hopes, and their 
affetions, are all towards heaven. ‘Thoughts of it are famihar 
‘to them. Day by day they are nourifhing and cherifhing them ; 
their minds are raifed above the vanities and fhadows of a dy- 
ing world. ‘They are fpiritually minded which is life and peace. 
As our days increafe, we fhould be continually increafing ina 
ripenefs for glory, in a meetnefs for heaven. Going on from 
ftep to ftep, from grace to grace, from one excellence and at- 
tainment in chriftian piety to another, we fhould grow up into 2 
likeneis to 11M, who ts the perfect pattern of all holinefs, even 
Chrift Jefus the Lord, laying afide every fin and every weight, 
and running the race fet before us with patience. 

sth. In meetnefs for celeftial bletlednefs, are implied a peni~ 
tential frame of heart, and living .and walking by faith. “Fhof 
who are made meet to be partakers of glory, believe that Jefus 
is the Chriit with all their hearts ; walk by faith, and the lives 
they now live, they live by the faith of the fon of God; rely 
on his infinite merits, and are arrayed in the fpotle& robes of his 
righteoufnefs. “They likewife mourn over all fin, their ingrati- 
tude, their deadnefs, formality, hypocrify, barrennefs, blindnefs, 
and obduracy of heart. _ They grieve indeed for the fins of 
others, the abounding of immorality and prevalence of grofs er- 
rors, but more efpecially do they bewail their own fins. They 
want a more feeling heart, a more lively faith, deeper repentance, 
more humility, more) meeknefs, more raifed views of God, 
more ardent zeal; more love for heavenly converfation, and divine 
things. ‘They are forry that they have fo little light, fo little grace, 
fo little of heaven in their hearts that they are no:more like God, 
no more pious, devout, and fober, no better ‘fitted for the pre- 
fence and enjoyment of God. They carefully devote themfelves 
to religion and live in the conftientious performance of all the 
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branches of morality... This, it is apprehended, is the nature of 
a meetnefs for heaven, though my defcription of it be very im- 
perfect. An Effay would admit of only a concife deicription. 
A volume would be required to do it juftice. 
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Carr. Wi150N’s letter to JosepH HAapcast ve, Esa. 


bt Canton Dec. 16, 1797. 
DEAR SIR; 


WROTE you laft from Rio Janeiro, dated the 15th of No- 
vember} which I hope you received, informing the Society 
how kiid our heavenly Fafher had been in wafting us fo far in 
perfect health and fafety ; we can now farther fay, from experi- 
ence, that he has never left us from that time to this. At prefent 
I can only give you the outlines of our voyage, which, no doubt 
you will all be glad to hear. 
After receiving a plentiful fupply of every thing needful (which 
ay for, having cafh of my own), we left the 
port the igth. F roiai that time to the 3d of December nothing 
matérial happened, only the weather getting gradually colder. 
But the Lord fhewed us we were going the wrong way, by 
fending a fevere gale from the fouth: We could now fee, that 
to beat round Cape Horn would be folly to attemipt. After 
fhipping feveral heavy feas, by which we loft fome of our ftock, 
we bore up to go by the Cape of Good Hope*. This was a 
great trial, being in latitude 3¢, and longitude 50 weft, and hav- 
ing now a line torun of 262 degrees of longitude, befides Jati- 
tude. However, we had foon reafon to rejoice ; for, by the 24th 
Of January 1797, we were in longitude 133 caft. Had we laid 
to another night, ’ere we bore away, we uiuft have loft all our 
{tock ; inftead of which, the Miffiondries had trefh meat twice 


a 
—_— ac ree 





* By an accurate infpedtion of the map of the world, it will appear, 
that it the Duff had fueceeded in getting round C.\pe Horn, the voyage 
from Rio Japiero to Oraheite would nothave muct: exceeded 4000 Eag~ 
lifh miles ; that being preventéd by the fevere fouiherly winds, the vel- 
fei was obliged to run in the contrary dire@ion by the Cape of Good 
Hope, the fouth fide of New Holland, and thence by New Zealand, to 
the Society Iiles, a courfe of almoft 16,000 Enghih miles, performed 
iti little more than 100 days, 
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week {befides dining, with, me as before related) all the way ; 
and though we had repeated gales, we never had occafion to bat- 
ten.doiwn-oar hatches once? add to this the ineftimable bleffing 
of the public ordinances of our God, and the Miffionaries every 
maecanis of improvement. Refpecting fome things that happened on 
the voyage, you may thay till | have the happinefs of once more 
feeing you, which | truft will not be long after you reteive this. 
‘Thus were we crrried along in a moft pleafing manner. On 
the 30th of January, we rounded New Zealand*, and the 4th 
of March made Oraheite + ; os from.various winds, we did not 

: anchor 
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* New Zealand is the name given to two large iflands, in the great 
South Sea, lying between 34 and 48 degrees fouth latitude, be- 
tween «$1 aod 194 degrees longitude weft from Greenwich. The 
fouthermoft ifland is mountainous, and fomewhat rocky, but in the 
low grounds tollerably fertile ; the northermoft is well wooded and wa- 
tered, and fitted for the growth of all forts of vegetables. The<limate 
is mild ; fith and fowl! abouod, but the quadrupeds are few. The in- 
habitants are of a tawny comip!exion, tall, ftrong, vigorous, and active ; 
hofpitable, fincere, and getierous friends; intrepid and bold warriors, 
implatebie and crucl enemies, carrying their thirft of revenge fo far as 
fometimes even ta feat upon their unfortunate prifoners. They are 
generally men of found underftanding ; pofleffed of tafte and genius, 
and prattile a variety of arts.and manufactures. The two iflands taken 
together, are rather larger than Great Britain. The population is efti- 
mated at rather more than téo,eoofonls. New Zealand feems to offer 
an interefting field for a Miffion; its infilar firuation, and the prefent 
ftate of manners and fociety among the inhabitants, give it fuch a refem- 
blance to what Great Britain was when the light of the Gofpel firft arofe 
upon us, that one can hardly help withing, emodetn St. Columba 
might arife, to brave the dangers of the attempt, and diffufe among a 
race of men, who appear to be extremely fafceptible of improwenrent, a 
knowledge of the ineftimable bleflings of the religion of Jefas. 

+ Oraheire lies in 18 degrees fouth latitude, and 150 degrees longi- 
tude weft from Greenwich. This ifland has been fo often and {> fully 
defcribed, by our late voyagets round the world, thar it is eimoit an- 
peceflary to fay anything here concerning it. The beauty of its land- 
icapes, its fertility of foil, and mildoefs of climate, are univerially cele- 
brated ; the gentle tempers, kindly hofpitable difpofitions,, and amia- 
ble manners of the inliabitants, are no lefs extolled ; its numerous ad- 
vantages have procured itthe appellation of “‘ Queen of the Tropical 
Iles.’ ‘The ifland confifts of two penintulas, unied by a pretty broad 
neck of land ; the weftern peniniula, which is the largeft, is called 
T’Osxeonoe, andin one of the diftrits of it the Milionaries are fet- 
wed; the lefler or Gaftern»peniniula, is called Te Axzasoo. The total 
eircumference of the ifland is about ninety miles ; the population is 
very great in proportion to the fize, being reckoned, ov a very low com- 

utation, above 140,000 fouls. From the charaCler of thefe iflanders, 
there is every reafon to hope, that the Miffionaries will be free from all 
manner of moleftation, in their attempts tolay before them the treths o 
Chriftianity ; the greatelt ob&rudivn to their converlion. will probetly 
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anchor in Matavai till the 6th, ‘where we were received in the” 


moft friendly manuer. ' 
Here mark the dealings of Divine Providence : a large houfe: 


which the natives had built for Captain Bligh, was juft finiftredje 


the whole ifland in perfect peace, Pomarree and his fon Oroor 
being abfolute fovercigns of the whole ifland, ard likewife Eimeo: 
t.5 thus ovr bufinefs was expedited ; for inftcad of many chiefey- 
as we expected, we only had to make our errand known to Po- 
marree. This we were, fully able to do, our God having kept: 
two Europeans for the purpofe, the others having gone to Eus: 
rope ; one of thefe, whofe name is Peter, had left the Dadahusy 
the other, named Andrew, was caft away in the Matilda, and had 
been five years on the ifland—both could talk the language flu- 
ently. Our reafons for coming were no fooner made known to, 
Pomarree, than he faid, we fhould not only have the houfe, which. 
is a hundred feet by forty, but that all. Matavai* fhould be given: 
to the Englifh; which was accordingly done in the moft formal 
manner. | 
After having thus fucceeded far beyond our expectations, it is’ 
now neceffary that I fhould acquaint you, that fome time before 
we made the land, the Miffionaries had divided in the following 
manner ; eighteen for Otaheite, befides the women and children; 
ten for the Friendly Iflands ; and two for the Marquefas: this 
being the cafe, we had no time to fpare ; therefore, as foon as | faw 
them in their commodious houfe, we failed for Eimeo, with a 
view to get the fhip ready, but more particularly to fee how the 
natives would behave during the abfence of the thip. ee 
ays 
Eee : 





arife from the exceffive ficklenefs, volatility, and levity of temper, and 
the eagernefs after fenfual indulgences, for which the Otaheitans havé 
been univerfally remarked. 

t Esmeo, or Imeco, is afmall but extremely fertile and populous ifland 
in the meighboarhood of Oraheite, governed bya chief, dependant on the 
foveveign of thatifland. ‘he inhabitants are reckoned at more thas 
s0,cco ; their manners, difpofition, and charafet, are entice!y fimilar ta 
the Oraheitans. When Captain Cook was there, 1773, Eimeo had ree 
yolred from the jurifdi@ion of Otaheite, and a great expedition was 
preparing to recluce it ; this it appears has been faccefsfu]. May the 
union of the two iflands under one government, prove the happy pre- 
lude to their union, in one faving faith, and one hope of eternal lite 
through the Redeemer. 

* Maravar is one of the forty-three diftriAs, into which the whole 
ifland of Otaheite is divided ; each diftri&t being ender the charge ot a 
feparate chief. Matavai is fiuated on the northern fide of the ifland, it 
rons for about three miles along the fea-fhore, and extends a confidera- 
ble way iniand. Iris a rich and pleafant fpot, watered by one of the 
largeft rivers in the ifland, and was the place, where, in 1769, the aftro- 
nomers from Britain ereéted their tent, to obferve the tranfit of Venis 
over the fua. 
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days, we returned, found them wil: well, the -natives having 
treated them with the utmoft kindnefs. Having no time to fpare, 
we made all fail for the Friendly Iflands+ ; this was the twenty-fixth 
of March; the firft of April made Palmerfton Lilands ; and on 
the ninth, Pongnesbovts the next day we anchored about the 
place Captain Cook lay, according to his bearings. Theanchor 
was no fooner gone, than the thip was furrounded with canoes, 
and a number of chiefs came on board, who infermed -us that 
two Europeans were on the ifland, and to our great joy they foon 
made their appearance; but of all the men we ever faw, thefe 
were Certainly the moft wicked looking fellows ; and they foon af- 
terwards gave us proofthey were asbad as they appeared to be : one 
of them was an [rifhman, named John Kenelly : the other, Ben- 
jamin Ambler, of London. They told a ftrange ftory refpeCting 
their coming to thefe iflands; but this was a matter of little con- 
fequence to us, firmly believing that the Lord had fent them as 
our interpreters; for though we had provided, as we thought, 
fufficient inftruments for the purpofe, by bringing Peter and two 
Otaheitans with us, we fhould have been much at a Jofs, the lan- 
guage differing fo much, that they could not underitand one 
word in ten; but thefe two men, Ambler and Kenelly, who had 
only been thirteen months on the ifland, could talk the language 
well. After fome time, our bufinefs was partly told them; they 
readily agreed to give all the affiftance in their power. After 
giving them and the chiefs prefents, they all went on hore, high- 
ly gratified apparently, Very early the next morning, we were 
furrounded with a prodigious number of fingle canocs, befides 
ten or twelve large double ones, From the peaceable manner 
they left us the night before, we had not the leait fufpicion, until 
the two Europeans came and told us, they intended to mn the 

ip. 
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+ The Frrenpty Istanpslie about 1800 miles tothe weftward of 
Oraheite ; under this name are included a nomerous groupe, extendiog 
from tg to at degrees fouth latitude, and from 174 to «75 degrees long:- 
tud: welt. Like Otaheite, they are in the higheit degree beautiful, at 
tile, and populous ; the natural productions are nearly the fame in both ; 
the manners and difpofition of the inhabitants are pretty (imilar, thoagh 
it would feem the inhabitants of the Friendly Iflands are rather more ci- 
vilized, more fabmiffive to their chiefs, and more obfervant of private 
property ; their hofpirality is traly patriarchal ; Mr. Folter teftifies, that 
all their actions befpokea acble mind, and a wonderfal charming fim- 
plicity of manners. The total oymber of inhabitants is reckoned at 
200,000. ‘ 

£ Vonoatazoo, iz one of the largeft of the Friendly Iflands, bein 
about fixty miles in circumference. It is a low level ifland, highly cul- 
tivated throughout, inhabited by a numerous, induftrious and friendly 
people. 
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fhip. This, you may eafily tonecive,-alarmed: us mich. “We 
got the people to their quarters as privately as poffible. Afftér 
getting thus ready, we fcaled* two of our guns : or this the large 
canoes began to fheer off, and a number of the fingle ones-fob- 
lowed ; whether their intention was teally to attack us, we know 
not——but it was very alarming to fee fo many canoes and 
round the veffel, prefenting their clubs and {pears for fale, whith 
might ina moment be turned againft us. 
Our fears in a great meafure being done away, Ambler peint- 
ed out feur chiefs, which he faid were the only ones we need to 
care for. ‘Tibo Mameoe, the prefent king was then at the pomir 
of death, and his fon Tugahowe, the laft vf the four, would ce?- 
tainly fucceed his father , for though it was not his by right, yet, 
he being the greateit tyrant, none dare oppofe him (which was 
aétually the cafe); he therefore would recemmend the Miffiona- 
ries being placed under his care : after talking with them on the 
ubject, they readily agreed to go. told them that they could 
not expect to keep their chefts ; and if they were the leatt afraid, 
I would take them back to Otaheite ; their anfwer was, the pro- 
perty was only a fecondary object with them ; that they would 
go, with an humble dependance on that God that had brought 
them fafe over the mighty ocean, and had enabled them to leave 
their country and friends. After a moft folemn {eafon in prayer, 
fix of them went with the chief and Ambler, but not before they 
promifed they fhould want for nothing ; the other chiefs wanted 
each to have one, but we thought it beft for the prefent they 
thould be all together, promifing them that when the thip return- 
ed, if they then chofe to feparate, each fhould have fome of them; 
this fatished them ai]. After receiving prefents, they al} went on 
fhore before dark, and all the canoes left us. ‘The next morn- 
ing we weighed, and run further out, that we might have plenty 
of room, in cafe of an attack. About noon two of the Mrffion- 
aries returned, with the pleafing intelligence that the natives did 
not attempt to ftea], but treated them with the greateft refpect; ~ 
we then loaded the canoes with the remainder of their things, and 
with juch ftores as they thought they would want. | 
We now got under weigh, to endeavour to find a channel to 
the weftward. of the fpot where Captain Cook got aground : 
after fome time, a very good one was found, which we failed 
through ; this we conceived to be a valuable acquifition, as we 
fhould now, in cafe of being attacked, be able to fail our of the 
harbour, either to Eaft or Weft. Being now without the reefs, 
we intended to fpend two ar three days, to fee how the natives 
would behave to our.people; but the Lord faw fit to fend usa 
{inart 
* Fired off. 
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fart gale from the North-weft, fo that at day-light we found 
ourfelyés in a critical fituation, not being able to weather the 
reefs on either tack but to our comfort we jt fetched the chan- 
nel, which we had only difcovered the day before ; thus we nar- 
rowly efcaped fhipwreck ; and before we cleared the harbour, we 
were nearly cat away the fecond time. What caufe have we to 
praife our God, for thus preferving us in fuch imminent danger, 
Having now cleared the harbour, April the 16th, we made the 
beft of our way towards the * Marquefas, with the only two 
Miffionaries on board, Meff. Harris and Crook, ‘The fair wind 
lated fix days, and wes fucceeded by hard gales from the Eaft- 
ward: fo that on the 6th of May, we were only in 206 degrees 
of longitude, and 3g degrees South latitude, On the 231 of 
May we difcovered two iflands, which we endeavoured to land 
upon ; but the natives, from their hoftile difpofiiion, prevented 
us. We named one the Crefcent fram its fhape ; the other, after 
Sir Charles Middleton: they lie in latitude 23 degrees 12 m. 
South longitude 226 degrees 15 m, Eaft, The next day difco- 
vered another, which we named after Admiral Gambier, latitude 
21 degrees 36 m, ; longitude 225 degrees 40 m, Eaft ; and on 
May 29th diicovered another, which we called after our friend 
Mr. Searle ; latitude 18 degrees 18 m, South, longitude 224 
degrees 12 m. Eaft; and on the 4th of June made the ifland 
Chriftiana, and the next day anchored in Refolution Bay, after 
a long difagreeable paflage of fifty days, Our rigging being now 
in a bad flate, it was neceflary to get it on deck.. I thal! only 
remark, thaton getting the fare throuds down, we found two of 
them gone ; fo that, had we been on the ftarboard tack, inftead 
of the larboard, during the gales we had on this paflage, we muft 
have been difmafted. O what cauie of gratitude for all His kind- 
nefs tous! We no fooner arrived, than we were vifited by 
many of the natives, and amongft them the chief, whom after a‘ 
few vilits, we gave to underftand, that the two Miffionaries were 
to ftay with him, On hearing this, he could not contain him- 
felt, but jumped about the cabin for joy. He faid they fhould 
have a houfe, and that they fhould never want while he had te 
give, which we have reafon to believe will be the cafe, The 
young 





ae 


™ The Maaquesas area group of iflands, lying about 600 miles 
north eaft from Utaheite ; the moft confiderable are Curistrawa and 
Dominica. ‘The foil, produ&s, and animals, are not very different 
from thote of Otaheite, and the Friendly lands ; the climate is hotter 
being nearer the Equator ; the character of the inhabitants is almoft the 
fame with that of the Seuth-fea iflanders already deicribed, courteous, 
civil, and hofpitable ; but full of levity, and eager in parfuit of pleafure. 
The namber of inhabitants in the Marquelas is reckoned about 100,000. 
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young lad Crook went immediately with the chief, but Harris 
ftaid on board to get the things ready, as he faid ; however, I 
zm forry to fay in this place, that though he was the firft that 
propofed coming to thefe iflands, and was the caufe of two others 
not coming, he feemed_ now tv have loft his Miffionary fpirit, 
which was vifible to every one, though he denied it. Aftera lit- 
tle time he went on fhore, but with fuch a gloomy countenance, 
that the natives foon took a diflike to him ; the young lad, on the 
contrary, was chearful and obliging, fo that the whole. village 
was remarkably fond of him. This being the cafe, 1 was under 
the neceflity of carrying Harris back to Otaheite. 1 would have 
brought Crook away likewife, but he begged to be left, which 
was agreed to ; and | have no doubt but that he will prove a bles- 
fing t» thofe poor & -natured heathens. ‘ 

Having now refitted our rigging, fupplied Crook with every 
thing needful, we took an affectionate leave of each other, and 
failed for Otaheite the 27th of June, In our way we took a view 
of Trevenen’s, and Sir Henry Martin’s Iflands, and arrived in 
Matavai, the 16th of July, when I found them al! well in health, 
with one more in number than I left, Mrs. Henry being deliver- 
ed of a fine girl They had differed amongtt themfelves, which 
I endeavoured to make up. I began dividing tite property, which 
I found a very difagreeable tafk: this took up al! the time | was 
here, and I got through it apparently much to their fatisfagtion, 

Having now completed our bufinefs, we took leave of eur 
dear triends and the kind natives the 4th of Auguit, touched at 
Huahine*, which was in a dreadful ftate, owing to their wars. 
From this we made Palmerfton Ifland, and planted bread-fruit, 
plaintains, and Ava trees; and on the 18th of Auguft anchored 
off Tongataboo, nearly in our old birth, wheye we were foon 
vifited by our dear people, who informed us they were all well 
(except one), and how the Lord had preferved them from the 
machinations of their countrymen, who hgd done all in their pow- 
er to make the poor Heathens deftroy them ; and that fome of 
them had feparated, witha view ocounteract their viliainous plots. 
During my itay, Mefl. "Buchanan and Galton went to live with 
another Chief, which I truft wil] not only be the means ef gain- 
ing their affections, but will facilitate the knowledge of the lan- 
guage, which is of the greateit importance. After doing every 
thing in eur power for them with the Chiefs, and dividing the 

articles, 





* One of the Socrety Istanps, about ninety miles weft from Ota- 
heite ; it is about tweaty-one mikes circumference. 
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articles, we parted with many tears on both fidest. I brought 
away Mr. Nobbs, by their advice, as he had not his health from 
the time he landed. ‘Our intention was now to touch at the Fe- 
gee Iflands, and, if poffible, to have fome intercourfe with the 
natives. On the 7th of September, we left Tonagatoo, and on 
the gth in the evening, made the Fegees ; but, after fix days toil, - 
trying to find anchorage, we were under the neceflity of quit- 
ting them without finding any, or having any intercourfe with 
the natives ; yet not before we itruck ona coral rock, but got off 
without receiving any damage. I believe no iflands in the world 
are fo hemmed in with dangerous reefs. We got into the middle 
of them, and we have reafon to be thankful we got out in the 
manner we did. In fteering to the weftward, we made the ifland 
Rutuma, had a little intercourfe with the natives, who feem to 
be of the fame race with the Friendly Iflanders; they talk the 
fame language, and their canoes are of the fame conftruction. 
From this we intended making the beft of our way to the Pelews ; 
but from variable winds and calms, we did not reach them till the 
7th of November; and then, from. the ftormy appearance of the 
weather, we did not thiftatit prudent to flay; therefoi8, after a 
little intercourfe with the nativés, we proceeded on our way to 
his port, witha view to tend yu intelligence, if poffible, by the 

firit fhip. We found, on our arrival.at Macao, which was the 
aift of Witextber, that we could not preceed to Wampoo with- 
out 

NES ORE. ce — 





+ The relision in all thofe South Sea Iflands is nearly the fame. The 
inhabitants all acknowledge a Supreme Being, who they believe made, 
preferves, and governs al] things; they have, however, no very high 
ideas of the {pirituality of this Supreme Being, as they fuppole him 
married toa female divinity, from which conjun@ion a variety of infe- 
rior divinities, and even mankind, are defcended ; thefe inferior deities 
are believed to prefide over al! the parts of nature, the ftars. the winds, 
the feas, theearth, &c. Each diftria is held to be under the tutelary 
care of one of thefe inferior divimities. Betides thefe, they hold a third 
fpecies of fuperior beings, fomething fimilar to the Genii of the ancient 
Pagans. They appear fometimes, but rarely, to form fome rade ima- 
ges, or reprefentations of their divinities ; but they have certain places, 
and times fet apart for religious worthip, and particular perfons who 
prefide over it. They have a kind of public prayers, fpoken by their 
priefts ; they have facrifices too, and in fome cafes, Captain Cook thinks 
even human facrifices. They admit a furare fate, bur their notions of 
it are dark and confufed, though they feem to allow, that it will be a 
ftate of rewards and punifhments, for the good or evil done in this life. 
Thofe ampng them’ who have leifure, appear to be anxious to obtain ine 
formation on thefe great and interefting fubje@s. May we nor thenmins- 
du'ge the hope, that they will welconte the Gefpel, in which the true 
character of the Deity is revealed to man, aad’ by which life au immer- 
tality are clearly brought to light. 
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out an autherity from the Hoppo, becaufe we had ne cargo. 
Finding a fhip had been detained a monta, [ went to Canton, by 
which means we got permifion. The 14th init. anchored at 
Wampoo. There are three of the lait year’s thips seady for fea, 
but I prefer fending you this by a Danihh thip—there are fou; 
direct fhips arrived. My nephew received a few lines from you 
and Mr. Fenn, but I have not received any ; three of the pack- 
ets are not get up, and I could not chink of loftag this opportu. 
hity. 

This brief relation, [ hope, will be fatisfzStory to all our dear 
friends, but you muft make great allowance for the writer—Shall 
conclude with only obferving, that as eur work has been great; 
having been cleven months out of fourteen at fea, the wear, &c, 
ef fails has been in proportion. We never fplit a fal, nor ear- 
ried away a maft. The feaman and officers are in the fhip, all 
well, except William Tucker, feaman, who ran from the thip. 
I can give you no idea when we fhall leave this place. Tome 
it is the worit part of the voyage, having to aflociate with the 
profefied enemies of my Lord, and frequently I am the butt of 
the whol¥ company, en 

May the Lord increafe your weal, and prefent you with fuch 
inftruments as he will own and blefs. ‘itis is, and ewer will be 
the fincere prayer of, dear Sir, your adectionate fervant, 


J. WILSON, 





= 
Edinburgh, June 18th, 1798. 








A Letrer from Paris, found on board a veffel lately captur- 
ed by one of our cruizers, the original of which has been pro- 
duced in the Court of Admiralty, and authenticated, contains 
the following remark or the prefent ftate of the public mind in 
regard to religion in-France. 

“ Nothing is read here on this fubject, becauf: nothing is 
wrote. We have feen nothing but Paine’s Age of Reafon, of 
which an immenfe edition in French was publifhed, and not 
twenty copies were fold. Iam told that he has been rejected 
from the fociety of the Theophilanthropifts, on the charge of in- 
tolerance ; they have at leaft refufed his offers of public inftruc- 
tion. Some atheiftical tracts have been publifhed, which have 
been little attended to, and the mind is floating at prefent, not 
knowing on what ground to repofe, unwilling to eject the 
Chriftian religion, and yet ignorant how to diftinguifh between 
the wheat and the chaff.” 
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BAPTIST MISSION IN BENGAL. 
[From the Edinburgh Quarterly Magazine. } 


‘AW YUMBER IV. of the Periodical Accourits relating to this 
miffion has juft reached the Editor, by the obliging attention 
of Mr. Pearce, at Birmingham. 

Its contents, we are perfuaded, will produce many prayers and 
much thankfgiving to God. And we truft alfo, that Chriftians 
who offer thefe, will accompany them with the facrifice of fuper- 
fluities, which will enable them to aid this excellent undertaking 
with money. | This is the true proof of the fincerity of our defires 
that the kingdom of God may come! It is not needed by him 
who is the owner of all, but is acceptable in his fight, and will be 
a token for good that he who put it in their hearts, determines to 
fulfil the promifes on which he hath caufed us to hope. 

This publication confilts of eight letters from Mr. Thomas, four 
from Mr. Fountain, and fixteen trom Mr. Carey. Limited in our 
felection from thefe valuable papers, and in our account of it, we 
feel ourfelves much at a lofs what to choofe or to relate. As copies, 
however, will foon be in Edinburgh, perhaps as foon as this is 
publithed, we refer to thefe, which may be had of the publifhers, 
price Is. 

The accounts extend from January 11, 1796, to January 2, 
i797; and by Mr. Fuller’s letter to Mr. Maclean, to March 23 
of that year. 

The miffionaries perfevere in applying to their objet, animated 
by the fame unabating zeal and diligence with which they fet out. 
They have acquired the Bengalee and Hindoftanic languages, and 
they are applying to the Shanfcrit. ‘The New Teftament is tranf- 
lated into the firft of thefe, revifed and ready for the prefs. A good 
part alfo of the Old Teftament is tranflated: and they preach 
feveral times every week, have much interefting converfation with 
the natives, befides other occupations. The joy of the Lord is 
their ftrength, both in a¢tive labours and in cheerful fabmiffion to 
the inconveniencies, hardfhips and difappointments they have met 
with. They are in good health, and in excellent fpirits. Mr. 
Fountain, who went Jaft over to them, feems like-minded with 
Mr. Thomas and Mr. Carey, and all the three, with the other 
Europeans, now in Church-fellowfhip, and united by one faith, 
hope, and baptifm, feem to labour with one heart and foul. 

The following letter from Mr. Carey prefents a condenfed report 
of their employment and progrefs fince the publication of No. 
[{l. of the Periodical Accounts. 

To the Baptift Society for fending the gofpel to the Heathen. 
Honoured and dear Brethren, 
I BLESS God, our profpect is confiderably brightened up, and. 
Vol. HL. No. 4. KK out 
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our hopes are more enlarged than at any period fince the com- 
mencement of the miffion: owing to very pleating appearances of 
the Gofpel having been made effectual to four poor labouring 
Muffulmen, who have been fetting their faces towards Zion ever 
fince the month of Auguft laft. [hope their baptifm will not be 
much longer deferred: and that might encourage Mohun Chund, 
Parbotee, and Cafi Naut, (who laft year appeared to fet out in the 
ways of God) to declare for the Lord Jefus Chrift by an open 
profeflion of their faith in him. 

If any thing like encouragement did not come with an ill grace 
from us, | would now attempt to encourage our beloved friends: 
not by relating our zeal, activity, or fuccefs: we can only fay that 
upon the whole we have not forgot our errand, and, though we 
have great reafon to bemoan our unfitnefs for fo great a work, vet 
we have been doing fomething: but | with to encourage you by 
the recollection of what God has wrought. When the fociety 
was firft eftablifhed, many were the doubts whether it would nos 
be crufhed in its infancy; but it has now ftood for a confiderable 
time; and its fuccefs, though not equal to its wifhes, 1s not how- 
ever fo {mall as to be imperceptible. Many thoufands have heard 
the word of the Gofpel from our mouths, and the name of Chriit 
begins to be known in feveral parts of the country: Seven of the 
natives we hope are indeed converted, and another miffionary 1s 
now fafely arrived. Perhaps a more proper {pot to make a large 
fiand for the {pread of the Gofpel could have fcarcely been chofen. 
This is a fituation fo central, that had we fufficient men, and proper 
means, the Gofpel might, with eafe, and fmall expence, be fent from 
hence, through all Hindoftan, Perfia, Boutan, Affam, and what 
are generally called the Rajemahl hills, on the weft of the Ganges; 
and were a proper plan adopted, all the education neceffary for this 
extenfive delign, might be obtained in one fituation in this country, 
and a connexion with the miffion here be regularly and invariably 
maintained. ‘Lhe importance of a proper and practicable plan of 
education, not for the children of the natives only, but for the 
children of miffionanes alfo, (fome of whom it is hoped might in 
time be converted by the grace of God, and become miffionaries 
themfelves, or be otherwite ferviceable in the miffion) is obvious: 
not to mention the aloft necefiity of females, well qualified, to 
communicate the gofpel of Chrift in a fituation where fuperftition 
fecludes all the women of refpeétability from hearing the word, 
unlefs from their own fex; and the advantage which would arife 
from many being embarked together in fuch 2 caufe to our own 
fouls, when the numbers engaged would all add to the impetus of 
each particular foul. 

Independent of thefe confiderations, the neceffity of having proper 
perions to carry on the work in cafe of our death, or any other 
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occurrence in providence which might remove us from the work, 
and the importance of the number of immortal fouls to whom we 
have accefs, require a ftrengthening of our caufe. 

The numerous rivers of Hindoftan are admirably calculated for 
excurfions, which might be made in fmall boats, each of which 
would coft about forty rupees, fitting up and all, and be manned 
by three men, 

‘Lam afraid of frightening the Society with the appearance of 
large expences, or | thould fay fomething about printing the New 
Tefiament. I am now going down to Calcutta, me intend to 
make the neceffary enquiries about printing it here; but it ftrikes 
me that a prefs, new types, and a miffionary printer, all fent from 
England, will fave at leaft a thoufand pounds in printing ten thou- 
fand copies: but this [ intend more precifely to afcertain. A prefs 
here would be an invaluable bleffing to us-—it fhould be accom- 
panied with Bengal, Arabic, and Englifh letter, or the laft might 
be omitted, as the Society fhould find it moft convenient. 

| am now learning the Shanfcric language, that I may be able 
to read their fhafters for myfelt; and I have acquired fo much of 
the Hindee, or Hindoftanee, as to converfe in it, and preach for 
fome time intelligibly. This is but a jargon indeed, yet.it is the 
current language of all the weft from Rajemah] to Delhi, and per- 
haps farther, though more and more mixed with the Perfian as it 
advances towards that country. With this I can be underftood 
nearly all over Hindoftan, and even the language of Ceylon has 
fo much affinity with that of Bengal, that out of twelve words, 
with the little Shanfcrit that 1 know, I can underftand five or fix. 

You will all individually accept of my Chriftian love, and let 
me intreat you, not to be weary in well doing, for in due feafon 
you fhall undoubtedly reap if you faint not. 

1 am very affectionately yours, 


Hoogley River, Dec. 28, 1796. W. Carey. 
The following extraét from Mr. Thomas’ Journal is extremely 
interefting. 


Jan. 10. I went this afternoon to fee my Pundit (Podo Lofon) 
who is fick of a fever, and found many people gathered round the 
door to fee me, among whom was Jaggernaut, a man whom | lately 
attended in a very dangerous fever and flux, and of whofe recovery 
[ had fcarcely any hopes—on this occafion, the following conver- 
fation paffed. Q. Jaggernaut, when you were fick had ca any 
thoughts of dying? A. I had no hope of life till 1 took your 
medicines. Q. If vou had died, what would have become of you? 
A. I fhould have been taken to Sadoolipoor.* Q. But what 

would 


* Sadoolipoor is an adjacent branch of the Ganges, where the Hindoos bring their 
dead from great diftances to bura them, 
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ablenefs of a Saviour. (After fome time Podo Lofon, the pundit 
fpoke.) Q. Sahaib! (faid he) I have often heard you fay that a 
inner ‘muft come to Chrift— What does this mean? How does a 
jinner come to Chrifl?) A. Coming to Chrift isa fpiriewal thing, 
it is wonderful! it is fimple! When a man knows and feels that 
he is loft in himielf, a guilty finner, hopelefs and helplets, and on 
the report of the ¢ gofpel, he begins to look to Chritt for parton, life, 
and falvation—this is coming to Chrift. Hoping, defiving, be- 
heving, trufting—this is coming to Chrift. He begins to liflen to 
Chrift as his Lord as well his Saviour—this is coming to Chrift. 
Another very fenfible man, a bramin of the higheft order, (a koolin 
or noble) much refpected of the people, faid, that what | had dif- 

courfed upon was very good, and jutt like the Hindoo jhafters. I 
went over the old ground to convince him of his error, when he 
replied, But there is one of our fhafters at leaft that is a good fhaf- 
rer, a true fhatter, a holy fhafter, and it is that | mean, the dec- 
trine of which is like what you fay. Q. Do you believe (faid I) 
in that fhafier, bramin? A. Yes. Q. Whiatis the name of ir? 
A. It is the Oggoour thatter. Q. Have you got it with you? 
A. No. Q. Have you got it in your poflefiion athome? A. No. 
Q. No! believe in it without poffefling x! What would you 
think of my faith in the Bible, when | tell you that I believe it to 
be the Word of God, if [ had not got one? After much more 
ferious converfation, | took leave of the people, and more pri- 
vately enquired of the bramin, of how many parts or volumes the 
Oggoour thafter confifted? He told me he did wot know the 
number of volumes, but they were a great many more than'thofe 
of the Mahabarat, which are eighteen. |] afked him how many 
of thefe he had read? He anfwered three!!! Bur] found by 
this time he was quite afhamed of his faith. 


The fubjoined account will fhew how little they are difpofed to 
truft in mere profefiions. 


BrotTHer Carey has fome hearers under great concern; on 
one of whom, a poor labourer, he thinks the word of God has 
taken effet. | have alfo two or three, of whem | fhould think 
more hopefully, perhaps, if paft experience did not check me. One 
is a blind bramin, who came about fix months ago, for medicines 
for his eyes, which, however, were then quite loft. He lives in 
a Moypaul hut, he hears the word conttantly, and fays that he 
prays to Jefus Chrift, night and day. When I have been abfent 
a Lord’s day, and preached « ‘Hewhere, he comes on my return, and 
profeffes regret at not hearing the word of God thar day. Ona 
week day, having fome clofe converfation with him, he faid, among 
other things, ** 1 am the fervant of Jefus Chriit in my heart !” 


But, faid I, Tf Jefus Chrift were to come and touch your dinner, 
you 
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vou w ould throw it all away directly, and refufe to eat a morfel 
more! What (I added) would you think now, if | were going 
from home, and bade a fervant let off fuch a vat of indi; go within 
half an hour, telling him that if he fhould forget it, or by any 
means let it fteep lonze ‘r, it would be all fpoiled; 1 warn him, re- 
peat it, entreat him to take care, and take leave. After a long 
time, Lb return and find this vat fill fteeping, and of courfe utterly 
loft. { call this fervant, and fay, How is it r chat you have not done 
as | faid? he anfwers, O Sir, it was in my heart to do it; [ 
am a faithful fervant to you in my heart, therefore you will excule 
- outward act. Bramin, Jefus Chrift declares plainly that many 

vill fay to him in the great day, Lord! Lord! but not thefe, only 
thofe who do the will of God, thall enter inta the kingdom of 
a mn. He fays, except a man hate all, forfake all, and follow 

. be cannot be my difciple.”” He went away dejected, but full 
makes enguiries.——— 

‘The other two appear more deeply concerned at prefent, and 
are both Mahometans. One of them, whoie name is Yardee, 
often afks Mr. Powell, me, and my little daughter how fuch a one 
as he can be faved? acknowledges that he is ‘‘ a poor ignorant 
finner,” and fays he is greatly difturbed: he and the other Maho- 

metan are eafily to be known in our ftated times of worthip from 
all the reft, by their uncommon ferioufnefs. ‘Thefe enquirers 
comfort our fpirits, and animate our deprefled hopes. 

Brother Carey labours moft abundantly at the tranflation, and 
increafes greatly in the knowledge of the language. 

I tind my being i in bufinefs* very ufeful, in learning much more 
of the common phrafes and vulgar tongue than | fthould have 
otherwife done, and am better able to adc Irefs the common people 
intelligibly, and to ufe plain figures which every body knows. 

Intreat the brethren earneftly to continue in prayer and intercef- 
fion for us; for their prayers are mingled by their faithful and mer- 
ciful high prieft above, with much incenfe, and, though not im- 
mediately anfwered to their views, are never once forgotten before 
God, but had in continual remembrance, and will be brought forth 
at laft; for he that ** puts.their tears into his bottle,’’ numbers up 
every petition alfo; therefore there is no reafon to defpair, but to 
continue * praying always, with all prayer, with all perfever- 
ance. 

Y efterday I was much encouraged by converfation with Sook- 
mun; he waited tll he perceived that I was alone, and then came 
into my room, and made a number of very pertinent enquiries, 
with unufual {pirit and earneftnefs. He expreffed a deep fenfe of 
his being a loft fmner before God. I afked if he had any of thefe 

thoughts 


* Mr. Thomas is a furgeon. 
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‘troughts formerly? he anfwered, “* No; formerly I knew nothing 
nor teared any of thefe things, but now all+my concern is how | 
thall be delivered from wrath. Since | have heard the Gofpel, I 
have become very thoughtful about this matter and many others.” 
He then enquired, ‘* Who is Jefus Chrift? Is he God's friend, 
or what is he?”’* | rephed, He is God himfelf; yer Godin human 
form, in human nature; and he fo loved finners as to die for their 
falvation of his own free will. 

He then afked if we had not fume ceremony to pafs through in 
order to our being admitted to the rank of Engliihinen, like their 
cireumcifion, and the Hindoo ceremony of boring the ear, and the 
Bramins taking the Poitoo, or thread worn about their neck, as their 
diftinguifhing ‘mark. J told him wehadnot. Then fays he what 
was it you intended when you dipped Mr. Powell in the water? 
(meaning his baptifm). I told him, that when any one made a 
public profeffion of the Gofpel of our Lord Jefus; then thofe who 
were his difciples beard that profeffion of their faith ; and if it were 
approved, in order to his being received into Chriftian communion, 
it was expreflly commanded by Chrift thus to immerfe him in water 
in the Redeemer’s name. A great number of queftions, on various 
fubjeéts, were propofed: among other things we touched on the 
probable trouble that muft be expected by thofe who fhould thus 
publicly renounce Mahomedanifm, or Heathenifm. He obferved, 
** Thefe may be great, but muft be fhort, and are much eafier to 
endure than hell.” He feems truly awakened. 


State of New-York, Aug. 21, 1798. 
To the Editor of the Theological Magazine. 


DeaR SiR, 

YOU afk of us, to give you from time to time, fone view of 
the ftate of religion in our churehes. Your requeft is reafonable, 
and I wonder that we are fo loath to comply with it. I have lately 
been travelling in different parts of the country, and have taken 
fome pains to colleét religious information. f now iit down to 
give you a fummary of that which I have obtained. Ina Con- 
necticut there are feveral towns, where there is more than common 
attention paid to religion. ‘Ihe awakening at Milford is perhaps 
the moft remarkable. At Weft-Haven and Woodbridge, two 
neighbouring places, the fame ferioufnefs is now prevailing. At 
Mansfield, there is a very fpecial attention to the all-important 
concerns of eternity. The youth are very ferious. ‘here is a 
growing work of the fpirit at Hampton. At Sheffield, there is 
uncommon attention to religion in the two congregational focieties, 
and alfo among the baptifts. I have lately feen a letter, cated at 

New- London, 


* Alluding to their opinion of Mahomet being the friend of God. 
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New-London, giving an account of fomething very favourable to 
the interefts of the Redeemer’s kingdom in the ftate of Rhode. 
Hfland. There were three towns in that ftate particularized, 

where there was faid to be an awakening. Hopkinton and Wef- 
terly, if [ miftake not, were the names of two of the towns; the 
name of the other town has efcaped my memory. ‘The revival of 
religigg in the county of Hampthire, (Maff.) is very extraotdinary 
for thefe years of famine. | fee by your latt number, that you 
have hada fketch of the attention at Gothen. Gothen is not 
alone. ‘The fpivitual cloud, which has been difcharging itfelf upon 
that town, is a fpreading cloud: It has reached Athfeld, Buckland, 
Piawiteld, Cur mmington, and Williamfburgh; and from the latt 
Info rmation it is now diftilling plentitully upon Worthington. 

‘Thefe towns all adjoin one another. There is an out- pouring of 
the (pi rit in another part of the fame county, in the towns of Gran- 
ville and Southwick. | hear that there is a revival at Reading, (if 
I millake not) a town near Bofton. | have pretty direct informa- 
tion of a very confiderable work which God is carrying on at 
Lemfter, in the State of New-H: umpthire. I do not hear of an 

fpecial attention to religion in Vermont, except it be at Halitax, 
in the lower part of the ftate. There have been fome {mall revi- 
vals of religion in the weltern parts of this ftate during the winter 
palt. I might particularize a fettlement called Choconut, on the 
Sufquehannah, and a town by the name of Homer im the military 
tract. 

Thus [ have given you, at one view, fome of the moft im- 
portant religious intelligence, which I have been able to obtain 
refpe€ting our own country. What is going on in the fouthera 
itates, as it refpects religion, I do not know. I have not written 
this as full account of thefe revivals of religion. It is not de- 
igned to fupercede the neceffity of a more particular narrative, 
v Ets h [ hope will be fent to you, by thofe who are better acquaint- 
ed with the particular revivals, which [ have only named. 

Let this brief account of the prefent work of God in our land 
be rari dto bring glory to the great Redeemer; and to excite 
gratitude, jo , hope, and courage in the hearts of his friends. Some 
men who "ieve been in the miniftry many years, fay they have 
never feen the like before—ihat they ‘have never feen fuch a fhed- 


dine down of divine influence at any one time. Can airy of the 
fr iends of Zion view thefe things ‘with indifference? Will not 
every chriftian now awake and feand i inhislot? Will not all who 


know the way to the throne of ¢ race, now betake themfelves to 
prayer? Let us pre ay that thefe ‘holy fires which are kindled up 
here and there, may overfpread and purify the land. 











